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INTRODUCTION
In relation to the approaching commencement of the new European Union programme period for 2007-2013
it was necessary to update the basic developmental programme documentation, which will allow subjects in
the Czech Republic to have access to ﬁnance from European structural funds for the support of development
projects and activities and which are materially and organisationally orientated for the explanation of important,
strategic and developmental aims, priorities, developmental targets and measures through which it will be possible to achieve these targets through the use of other available funds. During 2005 the „Development Strategy for
the Czech Republic“ was updated and at the beginning of 2006 the „National Development Plan for the Czech
Republic“ was completed.
In the interest of having better targeting at the newly prepared ﬁnances and the principles for their application during the new period for the implementation of a regional policy in the Czech Republic and its regions it
has been necessary to also update basic strategy and programme documents for the South Moravian Region
– the Development Strategy for the South Moravian Region and the Development Programme for the South
Moravian Region.
The Development Strategy for the South Moravian Region (DSSMR) is a planning document which will
formulate an approach towards obtaining support for the development of its region for a longer time horizon. It
deﬁnes the strategic targets for the development of the region as a whole and its functional parts and speciﬁes
the important measures that should lead to the fulﬁlment of the targets in question. In this respect the DSSMR is
now a material starting-point for the procession or updating of programme documents for other subjects within
the region. For this reason it is also the basic framework for the update of the project section of the South Moravian Region Development Programme. The original programme document entitled „The Development Strategy for
the Brno Region“ was written up in 1999, when regions had not yet been created and their regional bodies had
not yet been elected. One of the most important events of recent years – the accession of the Czech Republic to
the European Union – emphasised the requirement for a new, up-to-date programme document entitled „Development Strategy for the South Moravian Region“.
The new DSSMR is based on the analysis of the development and the state of each section of the economic and
social development of the region and its functional parts, and develops this knowledge into new knowledge, contained in already processed planning documents of regional importance, and summarises and evaluates the ﬁndings. It formulates a basic vision of the development and global targets for each priority area of development,
which concretise in the structure the strategic targets of development and measures by which they might be
fulﬁlled. An important part of the Strategy for Regional Development is the summary of the ﬁnancial framework,
the task of which is to provide an overview of the available ﬁnance and the possible trends in the ﬁnancial ﬁeld.
Due to the considerable amount of information contained within each section of the DSSMR, this „Development
Strategy for the South Moravian Region – concise version“, containing the important points in the analytical sections and a basic framework of the proposed strategy, has been written up as follows.
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PROFILE OF THE SOUTH MORAVIAN REGION
1.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE REGION

The South Moravian Region lies in the south-west of the Czech Republic. Its current boundaries are set by
law no. 347/1997 Coll., which entered force on 1.1.2000, as subsequently amended. On its last amendment
on 1.1.2005, twenty-ﬁve communities from the Vysočina region were added. The region borders on Austria to
the south, Slovakia to the south-east, and also ﬁve Czech regions – from west to east these are: South Bohemian
Region, Vysočina Region, Pardubice Region, Olomouc Region and the Zlín Region.
The region is divided into seven districts. In order of population size these are: Brno-city, Brno-country, Hodonín,
Břeclav, Znojmo, Blansko and Vyškov. In 2005 a total of twenty-ﬁve communities from the Vysočina region were
incorporated in the South Moravian Region; twenty-four of these came from the Žďár nad Sázavou district and
one (Senorady) from the Třebíč district, and together they became a part of the Brno-country district. The land
area increased by almost 13000 hectares and the population grew by more than 7 thousand. As of 1.1.2005
the South Moravian region had 672 communities, of which 47 had town statutes.
The population in the region is positively inﬂuenced by the presence of the city of Brno, which is the second
largest city in the Czech Republic. The average Czech region has 730,041 inhabitants, but the South Moravian
Region has half this number again. Similarly, its area is one quarter larger than the average region in the Czech
Republic – 7,195 km2 in comparison with 5,633 km2. With its area (7,195 km2) and population (1,130,200 as
of 1.1.2005) the South Moravian Region is the fourth largest region in the Czech Republic, and with regard to
population density, it is in third position. A size comparison of regions in the Czech Republic is given in table 1.1.
Almost one third of inhabitants live in the Brno-City district, which only occupies 3.2% of the area of the region.
With regard to numbers of inhabitants and size, the smallest districts are Vyškov and Blansko. The largest in size
are Znojmo and Brno-country, and the largest populations (apart from the city of Brno) are in Brno-country and
Hodonín.
Tab. 1.1: Comparison between the South Moravian Region and other regions in the Czech Republic
Area
Moravian-Silesian Region

Population
1 253 257

Area

size

Area

Population
density

Central Bohemian Region 11 015

Capital Territory of Prague 2 361

Capital Territory of Prague 1 170 571

South Bohemian Region

10 057

Moravian-Silesian Region

226

Central Bohemian Region 1 144 071

Plzeň Region

7 561

South Moravian Region

157

South Moravian Region

1 130 240

South Moravian Region

7 195

Ústí Region

154

Ústí Region

822 133

Vysočina

6 796

Zlín Region

149

Olomouc Region

639 423

Moravian-Silesian Region

5 535

Liberec Region

135

South Bohemian Region

625 712

Ústí Region

5 335

Czech Republic

130

Zlín Region

590 706

Olomouc Region

5 159

Olomouc Region

124

Plzeň Region

549 618

Hradec Králové Region

4 758

Hradec Králové Region

115

Hradec Králové Region

547 296

Pardubice Region

4 519

Pardubice Region

112

Vysočina

510 114

Zlín Region

3 964

Central Bohemian Region 104

Pardubice Region

505 285

Karlovy Vary Region

3 315

Karlovy Vary Region

92

Liberec Region

427 563

Liberec Region

3 163

Vysočina

75

Karlovy Vary Region

304 588

Capital Territory of Prague 496

Plzeň Region

73

Czech Republic

10 220 577

Czech Republic

South Bohemian Region

62

78 867

Source: Population per area, region and district in the Czech Republic as of 1.1.2005. Small lexicon of towns 2004, Boundary change to
the South Moravian Region on 1.1.2005, Czech Statistical Office
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Since the public administrative reforms that took place on 1.1.2003, when district authorities (okresní úřady)
were abolished as one of the levels of state administration, the importance of the district diminished and only
a few state authorities operate as part of the district today. For the performance of state administration work
the administrative divisions of the regions have been divided since 2003 into communities with extended competences (Level III communities) and communities with delegated competences (Level II communities).
The South Moravian Region is divided into 21 administrative divisions with communities with extended competences (CEC). These administrative divisions are further divided into a total of 34 divisions with delegated
competences (CDC). The Březina military training ground has a special statute.
When comparing CEC divisions per number of communities the largest administrative division is that of Znojmo
with 111 communities, and the smallest (10) is that of Kuřim. The Administrative division CEC Znojmo is currently, being 123 km2 in size, the largest in the South Moravian Region, and the smallest district is that of Kuřim
(77 km2). Brno is a speciﬁc unit and, with its 29 city districts and 376,700 inhabitants, forms an independent
administrative division. One or two towns fall under the majority of administrative divisions, the largest number
of which (ﬁve) are in the Boskovice and Břeclav divisions.
Tab.1.2: Administrative divisions of communities with extended competences (as of 1. 1. 2005)
Division

Area (km2)

Population

Number
of communities

Number
of towns

Population
density

Blansko

353,7

53 965

43

3

152,6

Boskovice

598,1

50 025

73

5

83,6

Brno

230,2

367 729

1*

1

1597,4

Břeclav

438,8

58 733

17

5

133,8

Bučovice

170,8

15 764

20

1

92,3

Hodonín

217,4

61 968

18

2

285,1

Hustopeče

355,1

34 551

28

3

97,3

Ivančice

172,3

23 485

17

3

136,3

Kuřim

77,0

19 272

10

1

250,4

Kyjov

463,3

56 199

42

4

121,3

Mikulov

244,1

19 696

17

1

80,7

Moravský Krumlov

347,9

22 334

33

2

64,2

Pohořelice

195,3

12 565

13

1

64,3

Rosice

174,3

23 089

24

2

132,4

Slavkov u Brna

157,7

20 230

18

1

128,3

Šlapanice

498,7

54 667

40

3

109,6

Tišnov

339,4

27 417

59

1

80,8

Veselí nad Moravou

341,8

39 946

22

2

116,9

Vyškov

382,4

50 729

41

3

132,7

Znojmo

1230,5

90 069,00

111

2

73,2

Židlochovice

194,2

27 805

24

2

143,1

South Moravian Region

7183,2

1 130 238

671

47

157,3

Notes. Not including the Březina Military Training Ground (2 inhabitants as of 31.12.2004, area 8.9 km2)
* 29 city districts
Source: Selected data on administrative divisions with communities with extended competences in the South Moravian Region, Czech
Statistical Office

Within the region there are also 63 building authorities, and there is a registry ofﬁce in 159 communities. There
are 274 post ofﬁces, of which 24 are in Brno. Financial ofﬁces operate in 19 communities and a cadastral ofﬁce
can be found in 15 communities. Land registry ofﬁces and customs ofﬁces are situated in the former district
centres.
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The character of the land is deﬁned by the position of the land in two primary European geological systems,
the Czech Vysočina and the Carpathians. The boundary between these two systems runs through the Vyškovská
brána (‚Vyškov Gate‘), Brno and the north-western Dyje-Svratka ravine area.
To the south-east of this boundary, i.e. in the Carpathian section of the region, there is prevailing hilly country,
ranging from 150 to 250 m a.s.l. Typical features of this area are its warm climate and fertile land (Dyje-Svratka
and Lower Moravia ravine) forming a basis for the growing of grapevines, which is a typical feature of the cultural landscape in this part of the region. The ruggedness of the landscape in the Carpathian region is heightened
by the Pavlovské vrchy (Děvín 550 m a.s.l.), Výhon (355 m a.s.l.), Ždánický les (U Slepice 437 m a.s.l.), Litenčické vrchoviny (Hradisko 518 m a.s.l.) and Chřiby (Bradlo 543 m a.s.l.).
The north-west part of the region, consisting of the rocky outcrops of the Bohemian massif, has a higher average
height above sea level and a cooler climate. The main geomorphological units are part of the Českomoravské
vrchoviny (Sýkoř 701 m a.s.l., Kopaniny 688 m a.s.l.) and the Drahanská vrchovina (Skalky 735 m n. m.). Part
of the Drahanská vrchovina is the Moravský kras, which is one of Europe‘s most important karst landscapes in
central Europe.
The whole of the region lies in the basin of the River Morava. The majority of the land is drained by its largest
tributary, the River Dyje. It is also drained by the Rivers Jevišovka, Jihlava (with its tributaries Rokytna and Oslava), Svratka (Svitava, Litava), Trkmanka and Stupava/Kyjovka. The lowest point of the region can be found at
the conﬂuence of the Rivers Dyje and Morava with a height a.s.l. of 150 m. The construction of dams and reservoirs has altered the landscapes of sections of the river valley – the three reservoirs at Nové Mlýny and the Vranov
dam (both on the River Dyje) and the Brno dam on the River Svratka.

2.

POPULATION CENTRES

2. 1. Settlements
The position of the South Moravian Region in a European context is based on its advantageous geographical
position. The region lies at the intersection of urbanised axes of continental importance. The advantageousness
of its position is to a great extent predetermined by its natural conditions, especially due to its position at the northern edge of the Viennese plain, which acts as a passageway between the Alps and the Carpathians.
The ﬁrst continental urbanised axis joins Scandinavia (Copenhagen) via northern Germany (Hamburg, Berlin)
and Prague with the Pannonian plain (Vienna, Bratislava, Budapest) and also with south-east Europe, the Balkan peninsular and Asia Minor. The second continental urbanised axis joins north-east Europe, the Baltic States
and Poland (Warsaw, Upper Silesian agglomeration) with Vienna, and Northern Italy with the Mediterranean
(Apennine peninsular, Pyrenean peninsular). The main junctions at the intersections of these communication
routes are Brno and Břeclav.
The structure of population centres differs considerably in each part of the region. Various types of settlement
reﬂect the history of the settlement of the region, which also depended on the natural conditions. In the South Moravian plains (especially the Lower Moravian plain) there are large rural settlements (often with several thousand
inhabitants), which are relatively distant from one another. This feature continues from part of the South Moravian Region into the neighbouring south-west Slovakia. In contrast the rugged relief of the Českomoravské vrchoviny has determined the establishment of a series of small settlements separated by only a couple of kilometres.
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With regard to population density the South Moravian Region (159 inh./km2) is ranked third in the Czech Republic – after Prague (2,350 inh./km2) and the Moravian-Silesian Region (228 inh./km2). This is due in particular to the size of the population of the city of Brno. This average indicator conceals considerable regional differences, however. Within the region there is a particular difference between Brno and its immediate surroundings
(Brno agglomeration and its close proximity) with its high population density and the majority of other areas.
The high population density is due to the presence of several urban centres and large rural centres in the Hodonín
district, but in all the other districts it is below the Czech Republic average. The lowest density is to be found in
the Znojmo district, where it is only slightly more than half the value of the national average.
The majority of inhabitants in the region live in urban centres. In 2004 63.4% of the inhabitants of the region
lived in 47 urban centres. The level of urbanisation in the South Moravian Region (deﬁned here as a proportion
of inhabitants living in all towns with town statute) is 7.1% lower than in the Czech Republic as a whole. This is
due to the signiﬁcance of South Moravian communities with 500 to 5000 inhabitants, the proportion of which in
community size structure is signiﬁcantly above average in comparison with the Czech Republic (see below).
The regional city plays a key role in the settlement of the South Moravian Region. It is the centre of the Brno
agglomeration, an area which is linked by intensive ties and contacts, but its scope inﬂuences the entire region
and exceeds its borders. The second level of centres, deﬁned by their overall functional size (i.e. the importance
of towns evaluated according to their residential, employment and service function) consists of ﬁve district towns
- Znojmo, Hodonín, Břeclav, Vyškov and Blansko (higher level microregional centres) The third level consists
of eight strong lower level microregional centres – in order of their overall functional size these are Kyjov, Boskovice, Veselí nad Moravou, Tišnov, Mikulov, Ivančice, Kuřim and Hustopeče.
A comparison of settlement size between the region and the Czech Republic is illustrated in ﬁgure 2.1.1. From
this comparison it is clear that larger rural settlements and small towns are typical in the region. In 2004 the proportion of inhabitants living in communities with 500 to 5000 inhabitants in the South Moravian Region (36.7%
of inhabitants) was 25% higher than the national average (28.9% of inhabitants). The smallest communities
with less than 500 inhabitants are present in smaller numbers, especially in the Českomoravská vrchovina.
7.2% of the population of the region lives in such communities, i.e. somewhat less than in the Czech Republic as
a whole (8.4 %).

35,0

population
podíl obyvatel
ratio in
(%%)

30,0
25,0
20,0
15,0
10,0
5,0
0,0
0 – 199

200 – 499 500 – 999
999 1 000 – 1 2 000 – 4 5 000 – 9
999
999
999

Jihomoravský
South
Moravian
kraj
Region

10 000 –
19 999

20 000 ––
49 999

50 000 – over
nad 100
100
99 999
000

ČR
CZ

Figure 2.1.1: Comparison of community size structure in the South Moravian Region and the Czech Republic in 2004;
Source: Statistical annual report for the South Moravian Region 2005, Czech Statistical Office
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The settlement structure of the region can therefore be described as follows:
•
•
•

strong representation of large rural communities
smaller numbers of smaller and medium-sized towns
high dominance of the largest city

The structure in the Brno-City and Brno-country districts, which are part of a single functionally-linked unit,
differs most from the size structure of communities in the region. The differences between the other districts are
signiﬁcantly inﬂuenced by natural conditions (ruggedness of terrain, fertility of the land, etc), which were decisive factors over history for their initial settlement, from which stems today‘s layout and size of community.

2. 2. Transport access to settlements
Within Europe, the transport position of the region is very advantageous, as is the position of Brno within
the Czech Republic. In the South Moravian Region there are intersections of continental urbanised axes from
West-East and North-South; see chapter 2.1). The conﬁguration of the region (with distinct foothills in the Vranovsko and Horňácko areas, and also to a lesser extent in Letovicko, which contrasts with the regional boundary
with the Vysočina in the near vicinity to Brno to the north-west of the city along the D1 motorway) does not allow
excellent conditions for an optimum level of accessibility to all parts of the region, however.
Transport accessibility to each administrative division and community in the region depends on its position with
regard to communication corridors, and also on accessibility to public transport, their position in relation to
Brno, etc. A common limiting factor for transport accessibility is the substandard condition of the communications routes.
In the zone closest to Brno (up to 30 km) there is a large number of smaller centres, which traditionally have been
linked to Brno as part of the city‘s agglomeration. Their transport accessibility to Brno and accessibility as part
of the administrative division CEP is the best in the South Moravian Region, partially because they are mostly
within range of the Integrated Transport System (ITS) of the South Moravian Region. Attention should be paid,
however, to lower-ranking administrative centres (CDC) of Vranov nad Dyjí and Velká nad Veličkou, which are
situated in the over 80 km zone, and also away from important communications corridors. The distance between
Brno and the group of communities around Uherčice and Vratěnína exceeds 100 km, which is a value that is not
attained in any other region of the Czech Republic.
The accessibility of Brno and CEP/CDC centres from communities in the vicinity of Brno has signiﬁcantly increased since the introduction of the ITS South Moravian Region. As part of the ITS, a number of regional public
transport services have been brought together, and attention has also been paid to their linkage and interconnection. It is still necessary to place an emphasis on communications between the ITS operator and the participating communities, in order to ensure the best possible transport accessibility between all the communities. In
addition more attention should be paid to the ecology (role of the railways in the ITS). A positive note is the gradual widening of the ITS to include further communities in the region.

2. 3. Housing and development
Regional census results from 2001 show that there were 404,900 permanently inhabited residential units in
205,300 permanently inhabited buildings. There is a total of 49,600 – more than one tenth of the total housing
stock – uninhabited residential units. Despite the fact that the majority of the uninhabited units are not disused,
but are used for recreational or other purposes, this high proportion of uninhabited houses and ﬂats is a expression of the insufﬁcient attention shown to the housing fund, insufﬁcient ﬁnance for reconstruction or for an
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improvement in their technical infrastructure, etc. The highest proportion of uninhabited houses and ﬂats is in
the Vyškov, Blansko and Znojmo districts.
Of the total number of permanently inhabited residential units, 203,900 of them are in family houses, and
198,000 are in blocks of ﬂats. The proportion of units in family houses (50.4%) is well above the Czech Republic average (42.7%). This is a result both of the lower level of urbanisation of the region, and also of the more
frequent private construction of housing units in the South Moravian Region in the past. In addition to the high
proportion of family houses in the region, there are also larger ﬂats. The average residential space per ﬂat in permanently inhabited ﬂats in 2001 in the South Moravian Region was 51.6m2, whereas in the Czech Republic this
average is 49.3m2.
The age of the housing stock (ﬁgure 2.3.1) is in the South Moravian Region lower in comparison with the Czech
Republic – the proportion of units constructed after 1945 in the South Moravian Region is 67.2%, whilst in
the Czech Republic it is 62.9%. The oldest housing stock is in the Brno-City district (the proportion of units
constructed after 1945 totals only 51%). In contrast the youngest housing stock is in the Hodonín, Břeclav and
Blansko districts (the proportion of units constructed after 1945 exceeds 70%).

percentage of houses by age (%)

100,0
90,0
80,0
70,0
60,0
50,0
40,0
30,0
20,0
10,0
0,0
Blansko

Brnocity

Brnocountry

until 1899

Břeclav

1900-45

Hodonín

1946-70

Vyškov

1971-90

Znojmo

SM region

ČR

1991 and later

Fig. 2.3.1: Structure of the housing stock according to age in each district of the South Moravian Region in 2001.
Source: Census data 2001, Czech Statistical Office

The level of technical equipment in housing units is comparable to that of the Czech Republic; only the proportion of units attached to the gas main is one quarter lower than the national average) Since 1991 there has been
a substantial growth of units with gas (in the Brno-country district this growth has been 2.5-fold), and in the Vyškov and Znojmo districts there has also been a growth in housing units with their own ﬂushing lavatories (in
the Znojmo district this ﬁgure is more than 2 times‘ greater).
In the inter-district comparison of housing equipment, in 2001 the Brno-city district took ﬁrst place, having
the largest proportion in all areas with the exception of central heating. Also well-equipped are housing units
in Blansko, in which there is the second largest share of housing units with mains water, ﬂushing lavatory and
bathroom. The worst-equipped ﬂats were in the Znojmo district, where the differences between each feature are
the lowest.

10

Development Strategy For the South Moravian Region – Concise version

2. 4. Rural areas in the South Moravian Region
In the South Moravian Region there are 593 rural settlements, if we take the benchmark of 2000 inhabitants
according to the National Strategic Plan (NSP) for the development of rural areas. Of the total number of communities, these form 88% of the total, and they have 30% of the total population.
A total of 336 250 inhabitants live in rural communities in the South Moravian Region. In the ﬁrst half
of the 1990s the population in communities with less than 2000 inhabitants slightly fell (South Moravian Region as a whole saw a slight increase). Since the second half of the 1990s the population of rural communities has
been slightly increasing (a growth of 2% from 1996-2004) in contrast to the South Moravian Region as a whole
(fall of 2%). During the 1990s the attractiveness of size and location categories changed. Population loss is not
a general problem affecting rural areas, but is a serial problem facing selected areas. The positive development in
the population is seen especially in rural communities in the vicinity of larger towns, and the inﬂuence of Brno is
clear. This is due in particular to suburbanisation trends, whereby inhabitants of cities exploit the opportunities
for cheaper and more pleasant living in the country whilst commuting for work and services to the city, where
they spend the majority of the day and where they spend a large amount of their free time. The intensity of this
suburbanisation phenomenon depends on the transport accessibility of the community and is often highly selective in nature.
Tab. 2.4.1: Rural communities in South Moravian Region districts (as of 31.12.2004)

District

Total no.
of communities

No. of inhabitants in
communities
with <2000
inhabitants

No. of communities with
<2000 inhabitants

Proportion
of communities
with 2000 inhabitants

Proportion
of inhabitants
in communities
with <2000
inhabitants

Blansko

130

122

51 688

93,8

48,0

Brno-city

1

0

0

0,0

0,0

Brno-country

162

141

87 328

87,0

50,6

Břeclav

69

54

48 986

78,3

39,8

Hodonín

81

58

41 578

71,6

26,4
48,5

Vyškov

81

75

42 221

92,6

Znojmo

148

143

64 449

96,6

56,4

South Moravian Region

672

593

336 250

88,2

29,9

Source: www.czso.cz

The location of each rural community has a clear inﬂuence on their respective situations, and this is reﬂected in
their ties to larger towns and their location in relation to the transport network. In the South Moravian Region
14% of rural communities are located in the vicinity of towns (towns with more than 10,000 inhabitants), 16%
of communities have a very good location, and the location of 43% of rural communities is very poor. Location
depends upon the overall development opportunities for the communities, and this signiﬁcantly affects the lives
of their inhabitants.
Rural communities, as with all other communities, are undergoing a natural population decline (-2.7 ‰). In rural communities this is compensated for by positive migration balance (5.3 ‰ compared with 0.5 ‰ in the SME
as a whole). Currently, at a time when there is a very low birth rate and an overall negative natural growth, migration ﬂows are the main differentiating agents in the population trend in communities. In the 1999-2003 period
the overall fall in the population of the South Moravian Region was -1.4 ‰ (in cities as much as -3.9 ‰), and
rural communities saw a growth of 2.6 ‰.
The age structure in rural communities and the South Moravian Region does not show any great differences,
even though the situation in rural communities is somewhat more positive. Rural communities have a 1.2%
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higher share of inhabitants aged up to 15 years (17.2%). This share is compensated for by the lower proportion
of inhabitants of productive age. The share of inhabitants aged 60 years and over is only slightly higher. The unfavourable age structure and aging of the population is most marked in the smallest communities. In communities of up to 200 inhabitants the share of persons of post-productive age is 6.5% higher than the share of people
of pre-productive age. As the size category increases, this difference becomes narrower.
With regard to education, inhabitants of rural areas have a signiﬁcantly lower level of formal education, and this
is particularly the case in older people. During the 1990s the overall level of education signiﬁcantly rose, but there
was an increased difference between the rural areas and the towns. The proportion of university-educated inhabitants in rural communities is 4.4%, and the difference between this and the towns, where 13.3% of the population
have university education, is great (South Moravian Region 10.3%).
Today only a small section of the rural population works in agriculture (c. one tenth to one third of the economically-active in each community). In rural areas a signiﬁcant proportion of the economically active population
works in services, industrial premises and craft workshops or, dependent on transport links, commute to work in
the towns.
In 2001, employment in agriculture, forestry and water management (primary sector) totalled less than 5% in
the Czech Republic. After a large fall in employment at the beginning of the 1990s the proportion fell only gradually. Overall employment in the primary sector amounts to 11.9% in South Moravian Region rural communities
(towns 2.2%, South Moravian Region as a whole 5.5%). The main employment sector in rural communities is industry with 36.3% of the working population. The service sector employs 32% of all workers (53.1% in the towns,
South Moravian Region 45.7%). With the growing populations of the towns and with improving transport links
the proportion of people working in agriculture is falling and the proportion of those working in services is increasing.
Unemployment in the rural districts is strongly inﬂuenced by the transport position of the community, i.e. level
of difﬁculty to commute. The communities in the vicinity of the towns are in the best position in this respect, as
they are in a good situation in relation to the labour market in the towns. On the other hand, the worst off are
communities with poor transport links. The difference between these categories is approximately 3%, which
can strongly reﬂect the economic situation in the given location. From 2001-2004 unemployment in the South Moravian Region increased slightly and a similar trend could be seen in rural communities. The difference
between them and the cities is currently becoming less marked. In December 2004 the rural communities had an
unemployment rate of 12.3% (towns 11.2%, South Moravian Region 11.6%).
In rural areas most of the population lives in family houses. This is reﬂected in the different housing stock
structure. Residential units are on average larger, but also more people live in them (larger households), and it is
more common for more than one family to live in one household. The facilities and equipment in rural housing
(water, sewerage, gas) remains at a lower level than in the towns. The difference between the rural areas and
the towns with regard to utilities and technical infrastructure became narrower in the 1990s, however.
Utility provision and technical infrastructure in rural communities is at a lower level than in the towns; this
situation will probably remain into the future – the construction and operation of technical infrastructure in rural
areas is more costly, and ﬁnance is limited.
The proportion of houses connected to the sewer network increases greatly with the size of the community.
The smallest communities in the South Moravian Region have the lowest level of connection (17.8%). In rural
communities taken as a whole, according to 2001 census data, 34% of houses were connected (towns 57.1%).
Water mains supplies in rural districts is now high and the proportion of houses with water mains supply is now
only 3% lower than in towns.
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2. 5. Marginalised areas
Centralisation or marginalisation of an area depends on its accessibility. The majority of socio-economic activities are concentrated in town centres and corridors that link them. The conditions for the socio-economic development of the regions lying outside these centre, and therefore in less advantageous locations, are much worse
in comparison with the centres. The selection of socio-economic activities available in these areas is poorer, and
the inhabitants have fewer opportunities to become part of society. A more common phenomenon is the lower
level of education in the population, which makes access to the labour market more difﬁcult. The unfavourable
educational structure of the population makes the creation of highly-qualiﬁed workplaces impossible, for example in the form of domestic or foreign investment in industrial manufacture. As a result of their peripheral location
there are fewer opportunities for business in these areas.
Such peripheral areas include the areas to the north-west and north of the region (see map „Location differences
between communities“). In the south-west part of the region these include the Vranov nad Dyjí, Miroslav, Hrušovany nad Jevišovkou and Hevlín areas and the communities to the west of Moravský Krumlov. In the northern
part of the region marginalised communities are to be found to the north of Tišnov, in the vicinity of Letovice and
Boskovice, the northern part of the Moravský kras, and also some communities in the vicinity of the Březina military training ground. Transport accessibility – and thereby the level of marginalisation – to the area is inﬂuenced
by, amongst other things, the presence of the railway, integrated transport system, etc.

3.

HUMAN RESOURCES

3. 1. Status and development of the population
The demographic behaviour of the population has signiﬁcantly altered following 1989. The nature of the changes
in the population of the South Moravian Region over time is the same as that all over the Czech Republic, because its main cause was the social, political and economic transformation of the whole of society. The most intensive changes took place between 1992 and 1996, when there was, for example, a fall in birth rates, abortions,
marriages, death rates, etc. Thanks to these changes the demographic behaviour of the Region and of the Czech
Republic is changing from an eastern European to a western European model.
The development in the population is expressed in a basic index (percent change in the population as opposed
to 1991) in ﬁgure 3.1.1. During the 1990s the population in each district did not change to a great degree, only
the Znojmo district saw a slight population growth in comparison with 1990, a trend which remained until 2004.
Since 1996 the population of Brno has fallen systematically (the most marked fall was seen in 2001 and 2002),
whilst at the same time the population of the Brno-country district grew. This trend is an expression of the process of suburbanisation. The population in other districts and in the whole of the South Moravian Region continues to stagnate or fall slightly, as is the population in the Czech Republic as a whole.
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Fig. 3.1.1: Development in the population in South Moravian Region districts 1991 - 2004, expressed using a basic index (1990 = 100 %)
Source: Status and movement of population in the Czech Republic in year … , Czech Statistical Office

At the beginning of the 1990s more than 14,000 children were born in the South Moravian Region. Since 2000
the number of live births has varied between 9,500 to 11,000 children per annum, which is equal to a gross birth
rate of 8.4‰ to 9,5 ‰. In the majority of years the gross birth rate values in the South Moravian Region have
been lower than in the Czech Republic. Since 2001 it has been possible to see a growth in the number of children
born. The birth rate trend in each district in the South Moravian Region is roughly similar to the general fall in
the birth rate in the 1990s both in the region and in the Czech Republic. In the majority of districts the gross birth
rate in the ﬁrst half of the 1990s was higher than the Czech Republic and South Moravian Region average; an
exception was the city of Brno, where the birth rate was strongly below average. Since 1998 the birth rate in Brno
has been growing, and since 2001 it has been (with the exception of 2003) above the regional average.
In comparison with the gross birth rate, a better indicator is cumulative fertility, or the number of children on
average per woman during her reproductive lifetime. The fertility of women in the South Moravian Region is
lower than that of the Czech Republic (in 2003 the regional ﬁgure was 1.14, whilst in the country as a whole it
was 1.18). Although at the beginning of the 1990s the fertility values for women in what is today the South Moravian Region were slightly above average, in 2003 the cumulative fertility rate in the South Moravian region was
the third lowest – after Prague (1.10) and the Zlín region (1.11); the highest cumulative fertility rate was noted in
the Ústí Region with 1.30.
The death rates in the South Moravian Region, in comparison with the Czech Republic as a whole, are relatively
favourable. Since 1986 the death rates in both the region and the Czech Republic have improved, and there has
been a signiﬁcant increase in the average life expectancy. After 1990 this process speeded up, thanks mainly to
changes in the way of life. The absolute number of deaths in the South Moravian Region between 1990 and 2004
fell by one ﬁfth (from 14,200 to 11,600), which corresponds to the fall in the gross death rate from 12.4 ‰ to
10.3 ‰. The factual improvement in the death rates was, however, still greater, for over the same period there
was – amongst other things thanks to the fall in deaths – a growth in the oldest sector of the population at the expense of the youngest sector.
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The synthetic indicator of death rates and to a certain extent also quality of life is life expectancy at birth. From
1990 until 2004 this rose in the Czech Republic in males from 67.6 years to 72.6 years (i.e. by ﬁve years), and for
females from 75.4 years to 79.1 years, i.e. by 3.7 years. Life expectancy at birth in the South Moravian Region
is higher than the national average. When comparing life expectancy at birth for males with other regions in
the Czech Republic the South Moravian Region is in fourth place with a value of 72.9 years (0.3 years higher than
the Czech Republic average). Life expectancy at birth for women in the region is the highest in the Czech Republic, jointly with Prague, where the value is 79.6 years, which is 0.5 years more than the national average.
Natural growth is a comparison between the birth rate and death rate in any given area. Thanks to the sharp fall
in the birth rate there has been since 1994 in the South Moravian Region, as in the Czech Republic, a natural
fall in the population (ﬁgure 3.1.2.). In contrast, in the EU-15 states there is a natural growth in the population.
The fall in the South Moravian was more marked than in the Czech Republic as a whole, especially from 1996
– 2002. The development in 2003-2004 showed a relatively signiﬁcant natural growth in both the region and
the country, caused by the current rise in the birth rate and fall in death rate.
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Fig. 3.1.2: Development in natural growth in districts in the South Moravian Region from 1990-2004
Source: Status and movement of population in the Czech Republic in year … , Czech Statistical Office

Demographic development is similar in various regions in the Czech Republic, and therefore the main source
of changes in population location is migration. Since 2001 there has been in the South Moravian Region a signiﬁcant rise in the volume of migration (i.e. sum of incoming and outgoing migrants), and at the same time there
has been a change in the migration balance, or the difference between the gross rate of immigration and emigration (ﬁg. 3.1.3.) Until 2000 more inhabitants moved into the region than moved out, and the positive balance
of migration therefore lowered the natural loss of population. In 2001 and 2002 the balance was negative (this
change was partly due to the changes in the methodology used to register movements since 2001). In subsequent
years the ﬁgure was positive.
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Fig. 3.1.3: Development in absolute numbers and gross rates of immigration and emigration in the South Moravian Region 1990 – 2004
Source: Status and movement of population in the Czech Republic in year … , Czech Statistical Office

3. 2. Socio-economic structure of the population
The development of the age structure in the South Moravian Region and the Czech Republic from 1991 to 2004
are very similar to one another. As a result of the fall in birth rate the proportion of children in the population
fell (from 1991 by approximately one quarter, to a value of 14.7% in 2004) and the proportion of the population
in post-productive age increased (20.3% in 2004); in recent years the rate of growth increased. In the region
the proportion of persons over the age of 60 over the entire period was higher than in the Czech Republic; in
2004 by 0.6 %. In the region and the Czech Republic the proportion of young persons was lower than that of older
persons. The proportion of persons in post-productive age in the region (65.0%) approximately corresponds to
the Czech Republic value (65.4%).
the average age of the population was in 2003 only slightly higher than the average age of the population in
the Czech Republic (39.8 years in the region, 39.5 years in the Czech Republic), in comparison with the EU-15
average it is 0.9 years higher.
The population structure by gender can be deﬁned using the masculinity index, or the number of males per 1000
women in the population. Despite the fact that in both the region and the Czech Republic more boys are born
(1,066 boys per 1,000 girls born in the region), overall there are more females in the population. There are more
females than males in the over 47 year age category (where the masculinity index ﬁrst shows a level of less than
1000), in the Czech Republic this occurs one year later.
The education structure in the region (ﬁgure 3.2.2.) is very similar to the structure in the Czech Republic, values
differ only by small amounts. The proportion of those with university education (10.3%) was in 2001 1.4% higher
than in the Czech Republic. In comparison with the structure captured in census data in 1991 there was a signiﬁcant rise in formal education in the region, especially university education (from 6.9% to 10.3%). The proportion
of people with basic education only or without qualiﬁcations fell by one third.
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Fig. 3.2.1: Education structure of the population in the South Moravian Region (2001); data shows the proportion of each education
category in persons aged over 15 years (%)
Source: Census 2001, Czech Statistical Office

The population of the region – especially in rural areas – is known to have a high level of religiosity. In 2001
a total of 43.7% of people subscribed to a religious faith, which is one third higher than in the Czech Republic
(32.1%); in comparison with 1991 this is one third lower, however. The main faith, 89.0%, is Roman Catholicism. Only in the Hodonín district (57.6%) shows a level of over ﬁfty percent; the lowest level is in the Brno-city
district (35.7%).

3. 3. Use of human resources
The transformation of the economy that began after 1989 has shown itself to a signiﬁcant degree in the South
Moravian Region. Until the end of 2004 there has been a fall in employment in the South Moravian Region by
one tenth (from 564,000 to 509,100 persons). In the primary sector of the economy this fall was most marked;
the number of people employed in this sector fell by two thirds to 25,900. The primary sphere currently employs
only 5.1% of all those employed in the South Moravian Region (4.3% in the Czech Republic). There was also
a fall in the number of workers in the secondary sector of the economy, where in the period 73,000 work places
were lost -one quarter of the original number. This fall should be offset by the industrial sector, for over this period there has been a rise in the number of workplaces in the building sector. Today 38.5% of workers in the region
are employed in the region(39.2%) in the Czech Republic. This overall fall was partially compensated for by
the growth in the number of new workplaces in the service sector (by 31%, i.e. 68,700 workplaces), which occurred in particular in the ﬁrst years of the observed period. The tertiary sphere now employs 56.3% of the workforce
in the South Moravian Region. The difference in comparison with the Czech Republic is negligible (0.1%).
The current composition of the economically active population by branch in the region basically corresponds to
the structure in the entire Czech Republic. The differences between each district in the region are relatively marked. In particular the regional capital Brno differs considerably from other areas of the region due to its highly
below-average agricultural sector and industry and a highly above average presence of the non-manufacturing
sector, especially the business services sector (property management and services), research and development,
and also other public, social and personal services, education, health, business and ﬁnancial services. The branch
structure of the economically active population of other districts in the region does not basically differ from
the national average values – although with the exception of the following:
•

•

For the Blansko district the unusually high level of industry stands out (the proportion of the economically
active population in this branch exceeds the state and regional value by one half!), which is then shown in
the low proportion in almost all the branches of the tertiary sector.
The Znojmo district has an unusually high proportion of the economically active population in the primary
sector of the economy (agriculture and forestry); this proportion is more than 2.5 times higher than the national average.

Within the Czech Republic the South Moravian Region is an area that has suffered for a long time from an
above-average level of unemployment. As of 30.6.2004 unemployment was 9.7%, which is considerably higher
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than the national average (8.6%). Of the 14 regions in the Czech Republic, only the Ústí Region (15.0%), Moravian-Silesian Region (14.3%), Olomouc Region (10.5%) and the Karlovy Vary Region (9.7%) have higher
levels of unemployment. At the labour ofﬁces in the region a total of 60,100 unemployed persons are registered;
nationally, the South Moravian Region had an aggregate unemployment rate of 12/3%, whilst providing only
10.9 of total employment. Despite the relatively constant high level of unemployment the economic structure in
the South Moravian Region over the past two years has been signiﬁcantly brought to life, which has shown itself
in the improving position in the labour market.
The overall trend in the development of the unemployment rate is signiﬁcantly formed by the situation in the labour market in the city of Brno, for this provides more than a third of workplaces across the region.
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Fig. 3.3.1: Development of unemployment rate indicators – number of applicants per advertised job and overall unemployment rate in
the South Moravian Region as of 30.6. of each year (1997-2005).
Source: Employment services report MPSV ČR, calculations by GaREP
Data on unemployment rate as of 30.6.2005 is made according to old methodology (using new methodology the rate is 9.7%)

In the period from 30.6.1997 to 30.6.2005 the number of unemployed persons in the region has increased 2.8fold. Of the individual districts in the region, the greatest growth in unemployment has been seen in the Brno-city
district, in which the number of registered unemployed increased from 4,700 to 20,000, or 4.2-fold. A signiﬁcantly lower level of growth in unemployment was seen in the Brno-country district (2.9-fold), Hodonín and
Znojmo (both 2.4-fold). The situation in the labour markets in Blansko (2.2-fold), Břeclav (2.1-fold), and especially the Vyškov (1.9-fold) districts is relatively good. It is therefore clear that the huge growth in unemployment
in the region was caused by a large increase in unemployment in the agglomerations, especially in Brno itself.
With regard to extent of unemployment, the most problematic situations are in the Hodonín district (unemployment level 13.8%), Znojmo (11.6%), Břeclav (9.6%) and Brno – city (9.4%). On a regional scale the lowest
unemployment rate is in the Brno – country (6.6%) and Blansko (8.0%) districts. More than one half of the regional total of unemployed persons is registered at labour ofﬁces in the city of Brno and in the Hodonín district.
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Tab. 3.3.1: Structure of unemployment in the South Moravian Region – as of 30. 6. 2005
Number of unemployed
of which
Území

total

muži

ženy

proregistered
portion disabled graduates and
young persons
of woapplimen
cants

Unemployment
rate (%)*

Blansko

4 449

2 025

2 424

54,5

940

313

8,0

Brno – city

19 999

9 719

10 280

51,4

2 662

1 074

9,4

Brno – country

6 307

2 656

3 651

57,9

1 275

349

6,6

Břeclav

6 595

3 191

3 404

51,6

1 195

434

9,6

Hodonín

11 600

5 949

5 651

48,7

2 077

955

13,8

Vyškov

4 073

1 778

2 295

56,3

783

246

8,8

Znojmo

7 144

3 212

3 932

55,0

965

423

South Moravian Region 60 167

28 530

31 637

52,6

9 897

3 794

Czech Republic

229 301

260 443

53,2

74 307

28 623

11,6
9,7
8,6

489 744

Source: Unemployment administration service, MPSV ČR, calculations by GaREP
* according to new methodology

Of all the changes to the unemployment structure – both in the South Moravian Region and the Czech Republic
– probably the most important are the facts that the average length of unemployment is growing, as is the number of long-term unemployed (registered at the labour ofﬁce for longer than 12 months). In this respect the situation in the South Moravian Region is the same as in the Czech Republic as a whole. In the period from 30.6.1997
to 30.6.2005, of each of the districts in the South Moravian Region the number of long-term unemployed grew
most in the city of Brno (10.7-fold), Hodonín (8.7-fold) and the Brno – country districts (8.4-fold). In the remaining four districts there was a much lower growth in the number of long-term unemployed (in the Znojmo
district the number grew 5.4-fold, in the Vyškov district 4.8-fold, in the Blansko district 4.6-fold and in the Břeclav district 4.3-fold).
The unemployment structure according to education level can be described in the South Moravian Region thus:
As of 30.6.2005 The greatest number (43.2%) were those with apprentice training and those with the most
basic level of education (27.8%). Job seekers with secondary education with school leaving certiﬁcate (including
training received at specialist training college) formed 24.4%; university graduates formed 4.6% of the registered
unemployed. In comparison with the national picture, the number of unemployed university graduates and those
with completed secondary education with school leaving certiﬁcate is above average; however the number of those who are unqualiﬁed or with at least basic education level) is much lower than average. The number of those
with apprentice training is approximately the same.
The last of the commonly-monitored unemployment characteristics is the age structure of job seekers. Regional differentiations in the age makeup of the unemployed are much less than for example in the qualiﬁcations
structure or in the unemployment structure according to the length of unemployment. In the unemployment age
structure, seasonal ﬂuctuations are typical. For example, the annual entry of graduates to the labour market in
the months of July to September signiﬁcantly boosts the younger age categories. In the South Moravian Region
there has been an important long-term unemployment trend: gradually the younger age categories have been getting smaller, whilst on the other hand the number of older persons registered as unemployed has been growing.
As of 30.6.2005 in the South Moravian Region, of each of the ten-year cohorts the most numerous age group
was the 20-29 year group, which contained 28.9% of the aggregated number of unemployed. The numbers of job
seekers in the 30-39, 40-49 and 50-59 year age groups was very balanced; their proportion in all cases varied
between 21.0% and 22.6%. The below 20 year age group had 4.2% of registered job seekers, and there were very
few (1.1%) in the 60 years and over age group. Overall it can be stated that the age groups for job seekers in
the South Moravian Region and the Czech Republic do not show any great differences.
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It can also be stated that unemployment in the region is relatively signiﬁcantly differentiated between areas. In
the most affected area (Hodonín), the unemployment rate is twice as high as in the district with the lowest level
of unemployment (Brno-country). At a micro-regional level the unemployment rate is dependent (as well as
the economic situation of local employers and the qualiﬁcation of the local workforce) on the location of the region, transport services and the technical infrastructure of the area.

4.

ECONOMY

4. 1. Characteristics of economic sectors
In 1993 the area that is today the South Moravian Region contributed 10.8% of the nation’s GDP, which was
the third highest value of all the regions in the Czech Republic and this value reﬂected the proportion of the economically-active population of the region to the economically-active population of the Czech Republic. In 2001
the South Moravian Region remained the third most important with regard to the national GDP and this level is
being maintained today (see table 4.1.1).
Tab. 4.1.1: Regional share of GDP (Czech Republic=100%)
Region

1993

1999

2001

2002

2003

Capital territory of Prague 19,6

24,4

24,9

24,9

25,7

Central Bohemian

8,6

8,9

9,2

9,2

9,0

South Bohemian

5,6

5,5

5,4

5,4

5,5

Plzeň

5,3

5,1

5,2

5,2

4,9

Karlovy Vary

2,9

2,4

2,3

2,3

2,3

Ústí

7,6

6,8

6,4

6,4

6,4

Liberec

3,7

3,4

3,5

3,5

3,4

Hradec Králové

4,8

4,7

4,7

4,7

4,7

Pardubice

4,4

4,2

4,2

4,2

4,1

Vysočina

4,2

4,0

4,3

4,3

3,9

South Moravian

10,8

10,0

10,0

10,0

10,3

Olomouc

5,2

4,9

4,8

4,8

4,8

Zlín

5,2

4,8

5,8

4,8

4,6

Moravian-Silesian

12,0

10,7

10,4

10,4

10,3

Czech Republic

100,0

100,0

100,0

100,0

100,0

Source: Regional national numbers for 2001, Czech Statistical Office Prague, 2003, Czech Statistical Office Brno 2005

If we take GDP per inhabitant in CZK terms (ﬁg. 4.1.1.), the South Moravian Region is ahead of all regions with
the exception opf Prague, which is a speciﬁc case and its GDP per inhabitant is more than twice that of the average of other regions.
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Fig. 4.1.1 : Gross domestic product in each region and the Czech Republic (in thousand CZK) for 2003.
Source: Czech Statistical Office Prague 2005

4. 1. 1. INDUSTRY
In the industrial sector there has been a noticeable growth in productivity, growth in revenue and fall in employment. The fall in employment in industry should be seen as a natural trend, for it is only in this way that ﬁrms
can compete not only domestically, but especially on foreign markets by increasing productivity. The comparison
of the growth of revenue within each region has in many cases been inﬂuenced by the establishment of large new
factories, for example in the Pardubice and Olomouc regions. Without these “extreme” values the c. 6% growth
in revenues in the South Moravian Region is an average value, taking the Czech Republic as a whole.
During 2001-2003 the number of companies with more than 100 employees grew in the South Moravian Region.
In absolute numbers the highest increase in the number of companies has been in the processing industry and
manufacture of optical instruments and equipment. There has only been a signiﬁcant fall in the number of companies in the other non-metallic mineral manufacturing sector. These shifts in the industrial structure indicate
a lean towards manufacturing services with higher added value.
Although revenues and gross added value in industry have risen, the number of employees has fallen. The largest
fall in employment was seen particularly in those sectors that require the lowest qualiﬁcations of their workforce.
The sector with the most important position in the region is engineering, especially energy production, machinery and electrical engineering. This is followed by the electronics industry and textiles manufacture which is,
however, in long-term recession. Also important are the food-processing, chemical and pharmaceutical industries, glass and ceramic and wood processing industries.
In 2004 a total of 78 foreign investors expressed an interest in the South Moravian Region. The South Moravian
Region managed to successfully enter into investment partnerships with seventeen foreign companies. Investment of approximately 2.5 billion CZK has been promised which will create more than 600 new workplaces.
Most of these ﬁrms have gravitated as expected to Brno and Modřice, where the most high-proﬁle industrial
zones can be found.
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4. 1. 2.

BUILDING SECTOR

The position of the building sector in the South Moravian Region is proportionally more important than it is in
the national economy as a whole. The reason for this heightened dynamism is the above-average development
activity in the city of Brno and its vicinity, especially the construction of shopping centres and ofﬁce parks. In
2003 building companies with 20 and more employees based in the region carried out building work to a value
of 32.9 billion CZK. i.e. 13.3% of the national volume of building work. Only building companies based in Prague
had higher revenues.
At the end of 2003 there were 275 companies with twenty or more employees in the South Moravian Region.
In the case of building companies, they tend to be concentrated in the regional capital. At the end of 2003 there
were 148 such building companies in Brno (55.6% of the total). The proportion of employees working in building
companies in Brno with twenty and more employees was 64.6%, with 79% of the revenues.

4. 1. 3.

BUSINESS AND SERVICES

The service sector in the South Moravian Region has, in terms of gross added value, risen from 57.4% (2001) to
58.9% (2003). The greatest growth was in the ﬁnancial and business service sector (15.3% in 2001 and 17.8% in
2003). The share consisting of the business sector, entertainment and accommodation fell signiﬁcantly according to gross added value, from 17.9% (2001) to 13.8% (2003) and the values attained are approximately equal
to the Czech Republic average.
Market and public services come together in the Public Private Partnership model (PPP): In this case it involves
long-term co-operation between the public and private sectors in the implementation of ﬁnancially highly challenging beneﬁcial projects in the provision of publicly beneﬁcial services. In the South Moravian Region, projects
such as the Brno Technology Park can be labelled as successful, which provided good conditions for domestic and
foreign investors offering sophisticated services and manufacturing under the qualiﬁed management of Bovis.
Another project for which the PPP principle is being considered is the relocation of the railway station in the centre of Brno.
With regard to location of economic subjects it can be said that there is a strong concentration of such companies in the Brno-city district, which fully corresponds to the concentration of the population in the city of Brno.
The concentration and agglomeration inﬂuences are shown in the economic subjects in the market service
sectors.
The most important centre for services is the city of Brno. This is not only due to the fact that more than 50%
of the population is employed in the service sector, but additionally the education structure of the population
sets Brno as an important competitor not only within the Czech Republic, but also in the whole of central Europe. This fact is underlined by companies (e.g. Bio Vendor, Honeywell, FEI, IMI Norgren, MMM Group, Pliva,
Tescan, …), which have set up their research and development centres, or companies (such as Grisoft, NESS
Technologies, Siemens,…) which have established their software development centres in Brno.
A separate service sector is made up of shopping centres and hypermarkets, which have penetrated the city
of Brno very strongly. It can, however, be stated that in comparison with Prague or Vienna, the centre of Brno
has relatively few luxury shops for people with disposable income.

4. 1. 4.

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

Agriculture and forestry, in comparison with other segments of the economy, stand out due to their close links
with biological processes. Agriculture and forestry must be respected across the full range of economic, social
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and environmental relations. This respect is essential in order to get rid of the simpliﬁed image of agriculture
as purely a basic industry providing foodstuffs or raw materials, which had become a problem and redundant,
especially in a European context.
The fact that the region has a large proportion of agricultural land plays a large role in the position of agriculture
in the economy. This proportion exceeds 60% of the total area (national average 54.2%). In addition the proportion of cultivated land (50.9%) in the South Moravian Region (Czech Republic 39.0%) has of basic and many-sided importance.
The South Moravian Region is one of the least forested areas in the Czech Republic. The average forest cover in
2003 reached only 27.8%, which is less than the national average (33.5%). Land designated for forestry currently
cover an area measuring 196,182 ha (as of 21.12.2002). As a result of changes to the boundaries there has been
an increase of 5,028 ha (mainly in the Tišnov area, but also partially in the Ivančice area). As well as the land characteristics, agricultural production is also an important consideration. As well as the standard agricultural basic
industry the region, in comparison with other regions in the Czech Republic, possesses important special production sectors, especially fruit orchards and vineyards. In addition, ﬁsh production is also important in the region.
On the other hand, there has been in recent years a great decline in livestock farming, especially cattle rearing.
Currently there is a perceptible change in the position of agriculture in relation to the protection and creation
of the living environment. Water sources, especially drinking water, the strategic importance of which for the development of civilisation has the same weight as energy sources, are present in the region. These sources play
a dominant role in inﬂuencing agriculture and forestry. In addition the growing demand especially by the urban
population for recreation space in the countryside is to a great extent a matter for agriculturalists and foresters.
For many reasons it is therefore essential to view the position of agriculture and forestry in the South Moravian
Region as being somewhat more complex than has previously been thought. The future for South Moravian
forestry and agriculture will beyond all doubt help to create a transformed joint EU agricultural policy that will
implement the trend for the integrated development of agriculture and the countryside.
Agriculture contributes 3.6% of gross added value to the region. This apparently low ﬁgure tends to be a cause
of the simpliﬁed perception of the agricultural economy.

4. 2. Research, development, innovation
Amongst the two basic attributes of the development of scientiﬁc research and the subsequent implementation
of innovation and creation of a knowledge economy there are a number of ﬁnancial grants for the aforementioned activities, and also a number of staff who are employed in scientiﬁc research. In this respect we can see
signiﬁcant differences between each region.
The overall expenditure on scientiﬁc research is highest in Prague, representing approximately 37% of the national total expenditure. With this indicator, similarly to the vast majority of other indicators, the standing of Prague
is outside the range of the other regions. Second place with regard to the proportion of national expenditure on
scientiﬁc research is held by the Central Bohemian Region. Its share is 22%. In practice it holds true that approximately 60% of the national expenditure on scientiﬁc research is allocated to Prague and the regions that immediately surround it. In third place is the South Moravian Region, which has a share of 10.8%.
With regard to employment in scientiﬁc research the situation of the South Moravian Region is even better for,
after Prague (40%), it holds second place with a share of 17% of employees. In third place was the Central Bohemian Region (9.4%).
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Tab.4.2.1: Expenditure and employees in research and development (R & D) in each region and the Czech Republic in given years.

Czech Republic,
Region

Czech Republic
Capital Territory
of Prague
Central Bohemian
South Bohemian
Plzeň
Karlovy Vary
Ústí
Liberec
Hradec Králové
Pardubice
Vysocina
South Moravian
Olomouc
Zlín
Moravian-Silesian

Expenditure on R & D
(mil. CZK)

R&D employees as of 31.12. (physical persons)
2001

2001

2002

2003

Total

of which
women

2002
Total

of which
women

2003
Total

of which
women

28 337

29 552 32 247 51 939

19 027

53 695

19 451

55 699

19 578

10 120

10 190

11 854 21 122

8 938

21 567

9 096

22 313

8 998

7 216
807
652
68
500
728
685
993
319
3 061
742
685
1 761

7 614
848
829
77
458
766
662
1 018
424
3 144
877
1 236
1 410

6 960
1 027
712
92
605
817
784
1 264
428
3 473
909
905
2 416

1 124
713
593
107
419
426
505
555
108
3 163
759
311
1 307

4 738
1 920
2 152
183
916
1 542
1 658
2 159
752
9 114
1 998
1 651
3 345

1 351
742
713
75
330
430
514
617
126
3 157
700
375
1 224

5 256
2 068
1 733
293
800
1 554
1 826
2 138
685
9 517
2 206
1 644
3 667

1 451
775
436
98
296
439
601
607
124
3 360
847
367
1 180

4 159
1 859
1 838
232
1 018
1 464
1 547
2 031
546
9 128
1 868
1 440
3 687

Source: Statistical yearbook for the South Moravian Region 2004

In 2004 a total of 1 305 research projects with a total volume of 872 million CZK were put in place in public universities in the South Moravian Region. The largest proportion of these was allocated to the Mendel Agricultural
and Forestry University, but these tended to be less ﬁnancially demanding projects - almost one half of the projects
were implemented here, but they used less than one third of the total ﬁnance. On the other hand, the most expensive were the research and development projects carried out at the Technical University (VUT), which is due to its
concentration on the ﬁeld of modern technology (material engineering and material chemistry, aircraft construction, communications technology, cybernetics and artiﬁcial intelligence, mechatronics and information technology). When carrying out research projects, the universities often work together with institutions of the Academy
of Sciences, depending on the ﬁeld. In the South Moravian Region and Brno the following institutions are present:
Archaeological Institute, Psychological Institute, Biophysics Institute, Botanical Institute – Department of Ecology, department of experimental phycology and ecotoxicology, Institute of Analytical Chemistry, Institute of Vertebrate Biology, Institute of Geonics, Institute of Machine Technology.
If we look at each region’s ability to compete with regard to conditions for the development of science and innovation, the region can be divided into several basic groups, but it should be emphasised that within the region there
tends to be a concentration of scientiﬁc research in centres, especially in regional capitals. These centres should
in the future play an important role in the creation of clusters, the functioning of which can signiﬁcantly inﬂuence
the economic and thereby the social environment of the region.
The South Moravian Region, together with the Moravian-Silesian Region, has above-average conditions for
the development of scientiﬁc research. The above-average standing of the South Moravian Region in its conditions for the development of science, research and innovation can be seen in the 60,000 university students in
the South Moravian Region and the fact that the universities are highly esteemed on a national scale and are very
successful in comparison with other universities, e.g. in the receipt of grants, etc. Based on this information it can
be said that the South Moravian Region is the most innovative region in the Czech Republic (with the exception
of Prague, which operates outside the framework of the other regions). In the autumn of 2005 the South Moravian
Region put forward its second version of the Regional Innovation Strategy (RIS), the writing of which was co-ordinated by the South Moravian Innovation Centre (JIC). Projects implemented by the Brno Chamber of Commerce
also proved to be important activities in the process of implementing support for innovation.
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As part of an EU project in 1992 for the establishment of Business and Innovation Centres in the Czech Republic,
such a centre was set up in Brno, which in the same year became a member of the European Network of Business
and Innovation Centres and, in co-operation with the VUT in Brno, established the Brno Technology Park. Membership in the European network of Business and Innovation Centres opened up an international innovation area
for research and also for innovative ﬁrms. Another important player is the South Moravian Innovation Centre
(JIC), which was established in 2003 as an interest group for legal entities. It was founded by the South Moravian
Region, the VUT, Masaryk University and the Statutory City of Brno. The task of the JIC is to create a space for
ﬁrms with innovative potential and to support their establishment and development in the South Moravian Region. The main purpose for these activities is to support the creation of a comprehensive infrastructure for innovative businesses in the South Moravian Region.
The process for the support of innovation has already been initiated. It is important that the ﬁnance invested be
used as effectively as possible and it should be possible to compare not only each ﬁrm in innovative centres (or
incubators), but also each centre. However, the whole innovation process lacks integration between all its components, which play a role in innovation development in such a way that was set out in the RIS South Moravian
Region in 1999-2002. These components consist in particular of the Regional Chamber of Commerce, the BIC
Brno, industry and also the specialist departments of the Brno City Municipality and the South Moravian Region.

5.

TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

5. 1. Transport network
The South Moravian Region is, due to is position within the transport network, one of the best-located regions in
the Czech Republic. In accordance with its importance as a city, Brno is the second most important transport hub
in the Czech Republic. The important transport location of the South Moravian Region is illustrated especially
by the two pan-European multimodal corridors (nos. IV and VI branch B) which pass through its territory. These
multimodal corridors encompass rail, road, water and sometimes even air routes.

Road
network in the South
motorways
Moravian
Region
dual
carriageways
class I
2005
class II
class III

motorways

number
of class
dual
carriageways

II road

number
class
I

of road
of higher level
class II
class III
number of class II road
number of road of higher level

border crossing with named borderpoints
POU or ORP centre

Fig. 5.1.1: Road network in the South Moravian Region
Source: Road and Motorway Directorate (www.rsd.cz)
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The total length of roads and motorways in the region is almost 4,500 km (4,493 km) of which the largest proportion is made up of class III roads (54%). By far the most heavily-used route is the D1 motorway, which enters
the region in the west from Prague and exits the region to the east in the direction of Kroměříž. In addition there
is a total of ﬁve trunk routes which are also heavily-used, and fourteen ﬁrst-class roads which, together with
the motorways, make up 13% of the total. In its road network the South Moravian Region lags somewhat behind
certain other regions of the Czech Republic, which have dense networks of settlements and subsequent dense
road networks. For example, in terms of total length of motorways and ﬁrst-class roads, the South Moravian
Region comes after the Central Bohemian Region (which forms, after all, the natural hinterland to Prague),
the Moravian-Silesian Region and the Southern Bohemian Region. We can state, however, that the region has at
its disposal a dense network of roads which is comparable to advanced regions in western Europe.
Many of the roads, however, are not in good technical condition. It will therefore become necessary to reconstruct, modernise and repair them. In this respect we accept the fact that according to current studies there exists
a good overview of the condition of the road network in the region and of the priorities for repair and improvements. Nevertheless, it is our opinion that in the more remote parts of the region it will be necessary to pay greater attention to second-class roads, and in the Brno agglomeration also to the busy third-class roads.
The road network in the South Moravian Region is overly centred on Brno, and only in the Břeclav and Hodonín
districts are there good connections in tangential directions.
The two national rail corridors (no. I.:Děčín – Prague – Česká Třebová – Brno – Břeclav and no. II.:Ostrava –
Přerov – Břeclav) and the state express route no. 250 (Prague – Kolín – Havlíčkův brod – Brno) are the busiest
railway routes in the region. The total length of the railway routes is 790 km, of which 73% is on state routes and
the remainder (27%) forms regional routes. All the main railway routes are double track (except for route no.
300/301 Brno – Přerov) and are electriﬁed.
An important feature of the South Moravian Region is its position on the state borders with Austria and Slovakia.
The customs areas at the border crossings play a key role in ensuring transit through these borders. The three
largest road crossing points in the region are Hatě (Austria), Břeclav/D2 (Slovakia) and Mikulov (Austria), and
the most important rail border crossing points are Lanžhot (Slovakia) and Břeclav (Austria).
With regard to air transport, the region is served by the airport at Brno- Tuřany with regular and chartered passenger and cargo ﬂights. Its technical parameters and equipment fulﬁl the international standards for all-round
operation of all types of aircraft even during adverse wind conditions (statute for public international airports)
Cycle transport is divided into two sections – cycle transport as an alternative to private car transport (PCT) and
public transport (PT) and recreational cycling. Cycle transport as a regulator of PCT requires the construction
of quality cycle tracks especially in the cities and urban areas. In Br no itself there is a great shortfall in the construction of new cycle routes. Recreational cycle routes are divided into international, super-regional, regional,
local and other routes, and are interlinked with the Austrian and Slovak networks. The South Moravian Region is traversed by long-distance routes (Prague, Moravian and Jantar (amber) routes), and also for example
Greenways (Prague - Vienna, Czech Austrian border route,Jihlava–Český Těšín route, Jeseník-Znojmo, Hradec
Králové–Břeclav arc. The Moravian wine trails play an important role in the tourism infrastructure of the South
Moravian Region.
In the South Moravian Region an increase in the attractiveness of the range of services offered by public mass
transport will be required. In the 1990-1997 period (the period of steepest growth) the number of private cars
in the region increased by almost 50%. The aim of the region is therefore to contribute to the preservation
of the proportion of pubic transport to private transport. The ﬁrst and most important step was the introduction
of an integrated transport system (PAC, VVB).
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5. 2. Telecommunications
Over the past decade, telecommunications have seen a dynamic quantitative and qualitative growth, which is
incomparable to growth not only in other branches of the technical infrastructure, but also in the economy as
a whole. The main development in telecommunications can be easily documented by comparing the position
at the end of 1989, when in the South Moravian Region there were 13.5 telephone lines per 100 inhabitants.
Today’s ﬁgure is approximately 34 lines/100 inhabitants, but this proportion varies considerably within the region. The greatest proportion is in the city of Brno – almost 50 lines/100 inhabitants, and the lowest number is in
the Znojmo and Brno-country districts – approximately 24.5 lines/100 inhabitants.
The entire region is covered by mobile operator signal, but the signal becomes weaker in those areas where
the relief is more rugged and in more remote undeveloped regions. Wireless communications for internet connection (depending on the type of connection) does not yet cover the entire region. A higher level of communications coverage is concentrated in Brno and its surroundings, and this is gradually being widened along the main
areas of settlement.

5. 3. Energy supply
In the region there are small deposits of mineral energy raw materials, but these are few in comparison with
the rest of the country. Deposits of lignite are found near the town of Mikulčice, but its extraction is on the decline. On the other hand, crude oil and natural gas are very valuable mineral raw materials, and the South Moravian Region possesses the majority of the Czech Republic‘s stocks; their extraction is being constantly developed.
The quality of this crude oil is so high that it is used mainly in the chemical and pharmaceutical industries for
the production of various compounds and medicines. Stocks of these two raw materials are mainly localised
between the cities of Břeclav and Hodonín, and their extraction is carried out by Moravské naftové doly, a.s.
The South Moravian Region creates only 22% of its energy from its own resources. This is energy produced by
aforementioned crude oil, natural gas and lignite, and also to a lesser extent by small sources of renewable energy. The total consumption of fuel in the South Moravian Region is 80 683 TJ/annum.
The South Moravian Region is a signiﬁcant importer of electrical energy, because important energy sources
such as the nuclear power station at Dukovany (EDU) with installed output of 1 760 MW and the hydro-electric
power station at Dalešice (EDA) with installed output of 450 MW, both lie just outside the region. Within the region there are only regional sources of energy (Hodonín power station, heating plants in Brno and Kyjov, several
hydroelectric power stations and other smaller producers).
The mains system in the South Moravian Region is provided by a single regional energy distribution company
(REAS), which has been E.ON since 2005 (previously electrical energy distribution had been provided by Jihomoravská energetika, a.s. (South Moravian Energy).
With regard to the supply of gas the South Moravian Region holds a leading position in the Czech Republic. This
position is made possible by the existence of the regions own resources, especially the strategic position of the region on the main gas supply lines from eastern to western Europe. The Jihomoravská plynárenská, a.s. company
has a monopoly position with regard to gas supply in the region. Of the total number of 646 communities in
the region, 597 of them are supplied by gas, which is 92.4% of the total. In comparison with the Czech Republic
as a whole, the proportion of inhabitants supplied by gas is far above average. Not counting Prague, The South
Moravian Region and the Moravian-Silesian Region have no competitors on a national scale in this respect. If
we compare the districts in the South Moravian Region, we discover that the Hodonín district stands out, as
100% of communities there are supplied with gas. At the other extreme is the Znojmo district, where only 85.1%
of communities are supplied with gas.
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5. 4. Water management
The development of water management since 1989 is marked by the dynamic growth in the market water prices which, together with the existence of natural monopolies operating under transforming market conditions,
fanned the huge changes in the use of drinking water trends. These changes have naturally inﬂuenced the development of water management in the South Moravian Region.
In 2004 the proportion of the population connected to the public water main was 94.1% with a year-on-year increase of 1.5%. In the region there are 94 water treatment plants and the length of the water network is 6,690 km.
The total volume of reservoirs is more than 451 thousand m3 and the capacity of subterranean water resources is
3,372 litres per second. The volume of water produced has increased to 72 million m3. This number documents
the investment activity by all subjects involved.
In 2004 in the South Moravian Region, of the aforementioned volume of water produced, almost 86% consisted
of water that was sourced from subterranean water resources. Of this total volume of water, i.e. 58 million m3,
households accounted for 66% of drinking water, industries used 17% and agricultural production used more
than 2%. The proportion of water loses in the mains network was 16.9%, which is 4.3% lower than the national
average.
The quality of water produced reﬂects, with only small exceptions, the requirements of Ministry of Agriculture
decree no.376/2000 Coll., which deﬁnes the requirements for drinking water and the extent of its control. In
the majority of cases where is was discovered that indicator limits were exceeded, this was due to nitrates, iron,
manganese and in isolated cases also chlorides, sulphates and in one case there were measurements where
the uranium level was unstable. A major proportion of the drinking water supply in the South Moravian Region
is provided by the Březová II, Vírský area water main (VOV) and the Březová I water supply system, which are
the dominant water supply systems for the Brno-city and Brno-country area units. It creates a spinal water main
system with linked grouped and separate water mains and also the water main system in the city of Brno.
The least problematic area in the ﬁeld of drinking water supply is the Břeclav district, where all the communities
are linked to the public water main system, or the public water main in combination with private wells or other
sources. Blansko is also in a relatively good situation, where only four communities use water from their own
water sources. The most problematic districts are Vyškov, where 14 communities use well water and Znojmo,
where 21 use well water.
Proportion of communities supplied by public water mains
100
90
80
70
60
50

96,9

40

88,3

100

93,8

82,5

85,8

Vyškov

Znojmo

30
20
10
0
%

Blansko

Brno-country

Břeclav

Hodonín

District

Fig. 5.4.1: Proportion of communities supplied by public water mains, or a combination of public water mains and other sources in
districts in the South Moravian Region (except for Brno-city) (in %)
Source: Questionnaire investigation in South Moravian Region communities on 31.12.2002, Dept. of Regional Devt. South Moravian
Region
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Developmental trends relating to the consumption of drinking water also determine developments in the ﬁeld
of waste water production. The situation regarding the treatment of such water is not, despite advances made,
satisfactory. The situation in the South Moravian Region is no different from the situation in the Czech Republic.
The greatest source of point-source pollution are the largest towns, but communities in key locations in water
source areas should not be overlooked either, or those in the Podyjí National Park, protected rural areas and in
protected surface and subterranean water source areas.
In 2004, 82% of the total population in the South Moravian Region were attached to the mains system, which
was a rise of 3.8% from 2003. This ﬁgure is 3.2% higher than the national average. Of the total population living
in houses attached to the public sewerage system, 92% of inhabitants are attached to the sewerage network from
which waste water is taken to waste water treatment plants (WWTP).
In 2004 almost 54 million m3 of waste water was released into the sewerage system in the South Moravian Region, of which foul water from domestic premises formed 67%. The proportion of waste water from water released
into the sewerage system was 95.7%. In the WWTPs almost 72 million m3 of water including rainwater was
treated.
In the South Moravian Region there are 153 WWTPs with a total capacity of 312,000 m3 per day. Of the waste
produced by the WWTPs, almost 16,000 tonnes of sludge dry residue, 37% is disposed of and 25% is composted.
In total, 219 communities in the South Moravian Region with a total population of 916 919 inhabitants are linked to WWTPs, covering 81.3% of the total population of the region. Of these, 161 communities have WWTPs
within their boundaries, and the remaining 58 communities are linked to other WWTPs. A total of 29 communities with 14,239 inhabitants state that their waste water is treated using other methods. In the remaining 398
communities with 196,091 inhabitants, representing 17.4% of the population of the South Moravian Region,
waste water is not treated at all.
With regard to the proportion of communities linked to the sewerage system, the largest proportion is in the Hodonín district, and the lowest in the Znojmo district. The highest proportion of communities linked to WWTPs is
in the Brno-country, Břeclav and Hodonín districts, and the lowest is in the Vyškov and parts of the Blansko and
Znojmo districts. For actual values per district see ﬁgure 5.4.2.
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Fig. 5.4.2. Proportion of communities with sewerage systems in South Moravian Region districts (not including Brno-City)
Source: Questionnaire investigation in South Moravian Region communities on 31.12.2002, Dept. of Regional Devt. South Moravian
Region
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The problem of sewerage removal and waste water treatment has not been adequately solved, particularly in
smaller communities. In accordance with the requirements of the European Union, the attention of the State
Environment Fund (SEF) has focussed on medium-level sources of pollution, i.e. communities with inhabitants
numbering between 2 and 5 thousand (with the exception of communities lying in class I and II water protection
zones).
An important indicator with regard to the connection of a community to a WWTP is its size. The EU requires all
communities of 2,000 inhabitants and more to be obligatorily connected to a WWTP by 2010. Should this obligation fail to be fulﬁlled, there will be ﬁnes, or restrictions on grants, etc. There are currently three communities
of over 2,000 inhabitants that are not connected to a WWTP (Dolní Kounice, Kobylí, Pozořice).

6.

SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE

6. 1. Network of schools and facilities for educational activities
The school capacity in all districts of the South Moravian Region is satisfactory and sufﬁciently covers all the requirements for placing children. The technical condition and equipment level of schools and school facilities
varies, however, from district to district. In the smaller districts the problem tends to be the low numbers of pupils and insufﬁcient qualiﬁed teaching personnel. In many schools there is not enough teaching guidance. From
the demographic development of the region is can be expected that there will be a further fall in the number
of schools (also caused by the normative method of allocating ﬁnance), especially in communities where there
are larger numbers of schools or in smaller and more remote communities with small class sizes.
The number of nursery schools between 1998/99 and 2004/04 fell by almost one third (from 744 to 614).
The number of children in nursery schools is falling on a long-term basis (by 12.1% during the monitored period)
The greatest fall in the number of schools, by more than one quarter, was seen in the Znojmo and Hodonín districts. Due to the fact that the pupils born during the years of low birth rate, from 1995-2000, are now or primary
school age and the birth rate in the region has been growing since 2002, there will probably not be any signiﬁcant
fall in the number of nursery school pupils in the region.
At primary schools in the South Moravian Region there has been an even greater fall in the number of pupils than
in the case of nursery schools (by 15.4% over 6 years); the year-on-year fall continues to gather pace. The fall
in the number of pupils is caused by the low birth rates in the second half of the 1990s. Over those ﬁve years
the number of primary schools fell by 23, i.e. 4.9%. Without taking into account the changes in the regional
boundaries the fall in the number of schools was even greater, because when 25 communities were added to
the South Moravian Region on 1.1.2005, six more primary schools were also added.
In 2004 and 2005 there was a sharp drop in the numbers of secondary schools thanks to the optimisation
of the secondary school network - of the 155 schools operating in the South Moravian Region in 2003, nineteen of them, all regional authority schools, were closed. Even after this optimisation the network of secondary
schools cannot be said to have been stabilised – still only 80% of the capacity of existing schools is utilised. With
the expected fall in pupil numbers moving up to secondary schools this proportion will continue to fall. The number of pupils at grammar schools increased from the 1998/99 school year by 8.6%, and student numbers at
secondary specialist schools also increased. Numbers at secondary training colleges slightly fell (by 3.5% over
a six-year period). More than two-ﬁfths (43.9%) of secondary school students study in the city of Brno. The reason for this is both the size of the city and also the extent of its catchment area. The smallest proportion of secondary school students is in the Vyškov district (4.6%).
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In the ﬁeld of tertiary education the region holds an important position within the Czech Republic. More than
one ﬁfth of all university students, and more than one tenth of higher training college students, study in the South Moravian Region (2004). The region’s universities offer a large range of humanities and technical subjects,
including the most modern technology (biotechnology, informatics, etc). In addition the scientiﬁc research work
carried out by universities in the South Moravian Region is at a very high level.
Of the total number of 16 higher training colleges (9.2% of the national total), the South Moravian Region regional authority maintains twelve of them (eleven are associations with secondary schools with the same management), there are three private colleges, and the church maintains one higher training college. In the 2004/05
school year a total of 3,113 day students studied at higher training colleges in the South Moravian Region, which
represents 12.4% of all students at such colleges in the whole republic. With regard to location of higher training
colleges there are great inter-district variations. The largest concentration of these schools is naturally in the region’s largest city – Brno. On the other hand, in the Brno-country and Břeclav districts there are no higher training colleges. Demand for higher specialist training in the Brno-country district is clearly saturated by the city
of Brno, and in Břeclav there is a detached department of a private higher training college in Brno.
The South Moravian Region has an important standing in the system of higher education in the Czech Republic.
At the nine universities in the South Moravian Region (14.3% of all universities in the Czech Republic), situated
in Brno and in Lednice (horticultural faculty of MZLU Brno), there was a total of 63,815 pupils in 2004, which is
21.4% of the total number of university students in the Czech Republic. In the region can be found all three types
of university that exist in the Czech Republic - public (Masaryk University), VFUB (Brno Veterinary College),
VUT (Technical University), MZLU (Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry) and JAMU (Janáček Academy of Performing Arts).
The University of Defence was established on 1.9.2004 by merging with the Brno Military Academy, the Jan. Ev.
Purkyně Military Medical Academy in Hradec Králové and the Ground Force Military Academy in Vyškov. Since
the 2004/05 academic year two faculties of this universities have been based in Brno - Faculty of Economics and
Management and the Faculty of Military Technology, and also two institutes (Institute for Operational Tactical
Studies, Institute for Strategic Studies).
The distribution of students amongst the universities varies considerably. By far the highest number of students
– ﬁg. 6.1.1 – studied at Masaryk University in 2004 (half of all university students in the South Moravian Region). Signiﬁcant numbers also studied at VUT and MZLU. These three universities have 91.5% of students in
the South Moravian Region.
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Fig. 6.1.1: Proportion of students at each university in the South Moravian Region in 2004
Source: Educational statistical yearbook, UIV.
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Although the proportion of university-educated inhabitants was in the census of 2001 in the South Moravian Region 10.3%, i.e. 1.4 percent higher than the Czech Republic average, this proportion is still very low in European
terms. Since 1991, however, the number of university-educated inhabitants in the region rose by one half. It can
therefore be expected that the education level will gradually approach that of western Europe.

6. 2. Health facilities
Since 1998 the network of health facilities has not signiﬁcantly changed in the South Moravian Region. An
exception is the city of Brno, where six hospitals have been built and one hospice for the long-term ill has been
opened. In the Brno-country district two hospitals have been closed, and in the Břeclav district the number
of hospitals has remained the same despite several hospital openings and closures. In accordance with the public
administration reforms, since 1 January 2003 health facilities previously run by district authorities have been
transferred to the regions. The South Moravian Region maintains nine inpatient health facilities, six specialist
treatment institutions and special facilities for children, and four accident and emergency centres (as of 2004).
By the end of 2003 the network of health facilities in the region consisted of twenty-three hospitals (of which ﬁve
are private) and eight specialist treatment institutions. These hospitals have a total of 8,227 beds and 1,185.55
medics (recalculated number). Specialist treatment Institutions, which include centres for the long-term ill, psychiatric treatment centre, specialist treatment centre for children and a convalescent home, had a total of 1,449
beds. Of this number, 29.2% were in hospices for the long-term ill (423 beds), 57.1% at the psychiatric treatment
centre in Brno (827 beds), and 13.7% (199 beds) at other in-patient facilities (Křetín, Ostrov u Macochy, Boskovice). The spa treatment centre in Hodonín, with 200 beds, is also included under the specialist treatment institution category. Palliative care (centred on pain relief, not for the treatment of illness) is provided by two hospices
in the region – The St. Josef’s pain treatment centre and hospice in Rajhrad u Brna (50 beds) and the St. Alžběta
Hospice in Brno (16 beds). At the internal haemato-oncology clinic at the Brno-Bohunice Faculty Hospital there
is also the SSLB palliative medicine section (Society for the study and treatment of pain).
In comparison with the Czech Republic average the number of beds in health facilities in the region is above average. In 2003 for every 10,000 inhabitants there were 73.29 beds in heath facilities, which is 11.1% higher than
the Czech Republic average. As with the number of beds in health facilities, the number of doctors per 10,000
inhabitants in the South Moravian Region was in 2003 relatively high - there are 7.0% more doctors in out-patient facilities, and one ﬁfth more hospital doctors. The number of doctors in out-patient facilities is in third place
after Prague and the Plzeň Region, but the number of hospital doctors is second (after Prague – ﬁg. 6.2.1). This
position is to a great extent due to the strong concentration of health facilities of regional and super-regional
importance in the city of Brno.
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Fig. 6.2.1: Number of out-patient doctors and number of hospital doctors per 10,000 inhabitants in the region in 2003
Source: South Moravian Region Health Services, Institute of Health Information and Statistics of the Czech Republic
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Between 2001 and 2003 the accessibility to pharmacies increased greatly – in 2003 there was one pharmacy per
4,009 inhabitants, which is one third more than in 2001. The biggest improvement was seen in the Břeclav and
Hodonín districts – by more than 40.0%. However, there are signiﬁcant differences between districts. In the Brno-city district there was one pharmacy per 3,159 inhabitants which is three quarters of the regional average;
the Hodonín district is also below average (3.593 inhabitants per pharmacy). The districts with the least number
of pharmacies are the Znojmo and Brno-country districts, where for every pharmacy the population is much
higher than the regional average (in the Brno-country district 5,442, and in the Znojmo district as many as 6,713
inhabitants).
The state of heath of the inhabitants is the result of a complex set of factors, including lifestyle, social structure,
accessibility to and quality of health care, environmental conditions, personal health care, etc. The state of health
of the inhabitants of the South Moravian Region is average in Czech Republic terms. Standardised death rate
values (number of deaths per 100,000 inhabitants in the standard European population) in the region are lower
that the Czech Republic on a long-term basis, in the 2002-2003 period there was even a slight fall in the standardised death rate for males. Of the regions in the Czech Republic the South Moravian Region has the third lowest
standardised death rate for males (after Prague and the Hradec Králové Region), and for women it is in second
place after Prague.
The number of reported cases of work incapacity for 100 insured persons was in 2003 in the South Moravian
Region slightly lower than in the Czech Republic (81.5, as opposed to 81.7 cases). This value is, in comparison
to other regions, relatively low, and the region is in fourth place after Prague, the Central Bohemian Region and
the Ústí Region. Three districts were highly above average - Břeclav, Hodonín and Vyškov, where there were 2.4
to 3.2 cases for 100 insured persons. The average percentage of work incapacity in the South Moravian Region
was higher than in the Czech Republic, only in two districts (Vyškov and Znojmo) was it lower than the national
average.

6. 3. Social care facilities and services
The task of social care is to provide support to citizens in difﬁcult social situations in the form of grants and
social care services. Social care services are both ﬁeld-based (childcare services, senior citizens and handicapped
persons), and institution-based (retirement homes, homes for physically or mentally handicapped), which are
divided further by the type of client for whom such care is provided.
With the changing demographic and social structure it has become necessary to provide social care for citizens
of post-productive age (65 and over), by means of developing all forms of such care, not only institutional. It is
also becoming clear that it will be necessary to provide a differentiated approach by area with regard to this problem according to population characteristics and area. In particular, the progressive aging of urban settlements
especially Brno and on the other hand the loss of population and aging of rural communities requires a comprehensive overview of the problem. Particularly affected will be the districts of Blansko, Brno-city, Brno-country
and Břeclav where, according to Czech Statistical Ofﬁce data (population projection of the Czech Republic to
2020), there will be the greatest growth in the post-productive age group.
In the SMR there are thirty-four social care facilities – retirement homes, the total capacity of which is 3956 beds.
The organising body of the majority of them (16 facilities, or 47%) is the SMR, 11 homes (32%) are managed by
towns and non-state not-for-proﬁt organisations manage seven of the facilities (21%). Since 2002 there has been
an increase in the capacity of social care services – especially retirement homes – by c. 500 places, but despite this
the deﬁcit between supply and demand has increased, especially over the last two years. If we compare demand
across the range of services with the capacities of the facilities, then in the case of retirement homes we can see
a deﬁcit of more than 5,000 places for the use of inhabitants of the SMR. In the short-term period it will be neces-
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sary to reduce this bed capacity deﬁcit (especially in Brno); in the foreseeable future, emphasis should be placed
on the development of social service care that can be provided for senior citizens in the home of the client.
The capacity of care facilities for the handicapped or inﬁrm is 2,034 places and these places are distributed
across 19 facilities of various type. Of this number, 12 are social care institutions (63%) which are maintained by
the SMR, three institutions (16%) are maintained by the city of Brno and two institutes (10.5%) are maintained
by NGOs and the Ministry of Employment and Social Services. A number of districts are lacking in specialised
facilities for the social care of persons with various health problems. Overall there is a deﬁcit of c. 250 places in
social care institutions across the region. It should also be stated that a signiﬁcant proportion of clients at social
care institutions in the SMR consists of inhabitants of other regions.
In addition, facilities that provide institutional and protective care of children and young persons can also be included in this area. These include children’s homes, diagnostic institutions and educational institutes. Currently
in the SMR there are eight independent children’s homes and six homes attached to schools that are for children
with health problems; these are maintained by the region. The overall declared capacity is 195 places in independent children’s homes and 176 places in children‘s homes attached to schools for children with health problems.

6. 4. Network of cultural facilities
The level of culture and cultural activities differs from place to place within the SMR. From a wider viewpoint
and for historical continuity the city of Brno plays an important role, as it is the attractive cultural centre not only
of the South Moravian Region.
These cultural facilities include galleries, museums and monuments, theatres, cinemas and public libraries.
The total number of these cultural facilities has remained almost unchanged over the years (approximately 1000
facilities, the largest proportion of which – 75% - consists of libraries. We can only see partial trends here – a fall
in the number of libraries and cinemas and a growth in the number of galleries, museums and theatres.
The permanent professional theatre companies are mainly based in the regional capital, Brno (including the permanent operatic and ballet theatres and the puppet theatres). In 2004 the Brno City Theatre inaugurated a new
musical stage. An important theatrical event that exceeded the limits of the city, was the international Janáček’s
Brno music festival in 2004.
The most important musical company is the Brno State Philharmonic Orchestra. In 2004 the philharmonic
orchestra held a total of 119 concerts that were attended by 82,081 listeners. The most important musical events
include the Špilberk international music festival and the International Brno Music Festival, consisting of events
at the Moravian Autumn Festival, the Festival of New Music, the Easter Festival of Spiritual Music and the International Composition Contest. In addition to these there are the Concentus Moraviae, Moravian Slovak Year in
Kyjov and other folk festivals (especially in Strážnice).
In the region there is a network of permanent cinemas, complemented in the summer by cinemas in natural amphitheatres, and also a network of cultural centres and polyfunctional halls, but these are limited in their scope,
not only ﬁnancially.
The role of the museums, which maintain and present our cultural heritage, is of utmost importance. The regional capital of Brno is the second most important centre for museums in the Czech Republic; these museums
include the Moravian Gallery, the Moravian Regional Museum and the Technical Museum.
In the region there is a huge number of important cultural monuments, castles, chateaux, churches, houses,
small buildings such as chapels, and statues of saints and martyrs, that are to be found everywhere in the city.
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The twenty-two national cultural monuments in the region provide a source of great cultural wealth. Within
the region there are twelve city and eight village monument zones, three city and three village monument reservations, three countryside monument reservations and two archaeological monument reservations.
These monument buildings, castles and chateaux complement their tours with a range of other activities of a museum and cultural nature. This potential is not, however, sufﬁciently exploited in their organisational structures
in order to increase culture within the region. A number of monuments or collection of monuments are threatened as a result of an inability to ensure suitable usages or the necessary ﬁnance, an unclear vision for their current
or future use, signiﬁcant ﬁnancial investment debts and long-term neglect or weak areas in their monument
protection plan.

6. 5. Facilities and institutions for sport, exercise and free-time activities
The existing capacity of the network of sports facilities in the SMR still shows a lack in the supply of sports facilities for sports and exercise activities. The number of such facilities do not satisfy the demand for sports activities
at community or regional level and the region in this area lags behind in comparison with the Czech Republic.
In addition, the sports facilities and their technical infrastructure is neglected because with the gradual development of sports areas, in many cases they have not been replaced (the regional capital being a good example).
These sports facilities most often include public baths and swimming pools, playgrounds, gyms, summer and
winter stadiums. The total number of these facilities in the region was 2136, which represents 12% of all the facilities in the Czech Republic. More than one half of them (58%) of these are playgrounds.
In order to illustrate the current range of sports facilities we can look at the number of public stadiums and
swimming pools in the regional capital, Brno. There are three winter stadiums, the polyfunctional Rondo Hall,
the stadium at ZŠ Úvoz 55, which is used especially by ice hockey clubs, and the TJ Stadion Brno skating rink
on Křídlovická, which is used for ice skating and ice hockey by children and young people, In the winter there
are three open ice rinks for public skating (Vodova Street, Římské náměstí, ice rink by the Olympia hypermarket). In the city there are ﬁve covered swimming pools (Kraví hora, Ponávka, Rašínova, Kometa PS, a. s., and TJ
Tesla Brno). Schools and schools facilities have another nine swimming pools, of which eight are in operation.
In the summer the public can spend their free time at the Brno dam or the Mariánské údolí or at any of the Brno
public baths (Zábrdovice, Riviéra, Dobrovského, Kraví hora and Křižíkova).
Due to the fact that it is a regional capital city, it should be expected that the facilities are above average in comparison with the rest of the region. Despite this, the technical condition of several of the aforementioned facilities
is unsatisfactory, some so not fulﬁl the necessary parameters, and some were not even mentioned as they are
disused due to their poor condition (Za Lužánkami football and ice hockey stadiums). It is clear that the current
condition of the infrastructure for sport and exercise is insufﬁcient.
As of 31.3.2005, according to the Register of Economic Subjects, in the region there are listed 5,434 subjects
encompassing various associations, societies and clubs that provide organised free-time activities for the public.
The largest number of registered associations is in Brno (2,346). At the highest levels of sports competition there
is only the football club and the successful women‘s basketball team, where several representatives of the Czech
national team play. The city‘s ice hockey club plays in the ﬁrst division. Various clubs and associations also compete in other sports, but these are not generally followed or are teams that play in the lower divisions.
As well as an insufﬁcient network of ofﬁcial sports grounds and sports arenas it is necessary to also pay attention
to the informal ones that are accessible to all without exception and without regard to opening hours. There is
also an insufﬁcient number of such facilities in the SMR.
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7.

ENVIRONMENT, NATURAL RESOURCES AND LAND FEATURES

7. 1. Air
In terms of air pollution, after 1989 there has been a clearly visible positive trend in reducing pollution determined mainly by: the industry restructuring, change toward using noble fuels, namely natural gas and partially
electricity, increase in energy prices supporting their efﬁcient use, employment of improved technology, etc. This
trend has been visible in the recent period. It is documented by the emissions of polluting materials from stationary sources REZZO 1 (large sources), REZZO 2 (medium sources) and REZZO 3 (small sources).
Within REZZO 1 in the South Moravian Region only sulphur oxide was increasing during the monitored period,
the values in the remaining categories were levelled. As regards REZZO 2, there has been a visible reduction in
regional data in all categories under survey. On the contrary, in REZZO 3 in the South Moravian Region there
has been an increase in solid materials and nitrogen oxides. We have also registered a remarkable decrease in
the carbon oxide values.
Comparing the data established for the South Moravian Region with data for the entire Czech Republic (2001
– 2003) the conclusion is that in most cases both time lines closely co-relate (especially apparent in the REZZO 2 category). Differences have been identiﬁed in REZZO 1 where, while the sulphur oxide values have been
growing in the South Moravian Region in the period in question, data for the entire Czech Republic showed
a slightly dropping trend.
REZZO 4 – pollution from mobile sources – shows a growing trend conditioned by the increase in car and cargo
trafﬁc in urban areas. The least emissions are produced in the Blansko and Vyškov districts according to REZZO
4, the most are recorded in Brno – city and Brno – country (most urban parts of the region). The intensity of car
and cargo trafﬁc has the biggest impact on the air pollution with CO2.
Tab.7.1.1: Czech Hydro-Meteorological Institute stations where the highest pollution in the South
Moravian Region was measured (annual concentration)
Station ČHMÚ (order)

Emission
NO2

1.
Vyškov

2.
Brno Kroftova

3.
Brno Dobrovského

4.

5.

Hodonín

Brno Tuřany
Mikulov Sedlec

SO2

Hodonín

PM 10

Brno Krasová

Brno Dobrovského

Brno Kroftova

Kuchařovice

As

Brno Krasová

Brno Dobrovského

Brno Kroftova

Hodonín

Cd

Brno Dobrovského

Brno Krasová

Brno Kroftova

Kuchařovice

Pb

Brno Dobrovského

Brno Kroftova

Brno Krasová

Hodonín

Hodonín

Source: Environment Department, SMR

7. 2. Water
The circulation of water in the South Moravian Region has been signiﬁcantly inﬂuenced by human interventions. The main problem is the purity of surface water which reaches pollution level III and IV in some valley parts
of the region (the Morava, Svratka, Dyje). Nevertheless there has been some improvement in the water quality in
the regional waters over the last 10 years; for example in the Jihlava, before it enters the Nové Mlýny reservoirs, it
has improved by two degrees. In most cases it is one degree, however.
There are important sources of ground water in South Moravia, the lower Morava watercourse and its ﬂoodplain
are subject to the river Morava natural water accumulation conservation area regime. The rivers Dyje and Morava are border rivers (Austria, Slovakia) and their management is an international issue.
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Anti-ﬂood measures are an integral part of the water management that have become highly topical in the recent
years. The South Moravian Region territory (parts of Hodonín and Břeclav districts) is under direct threat from
the Morava ﬂoods. Besides, ﬂoods threaten also other areas, especially parts of the Brno – country (the Svratka)
district and Brno – city district and part of the Blansko (the Svitava) district. There is a potential threat in the areas around the rivers Dyje, Jihava and Jevišovka.

7. 3. Soil
Valleys in the South Moravian Region and the South Moravian and Central Moravian Carpathians have soils
with the highest production potential in the Czech Republic but, at the same time, they are exposed to high
anthropogenous (caused by humans) wind erosion. Most of the time it is combined with accelerated anthropogenous water erosion in minor water basins.
In the South Moravian Region there is a high proportion of arable land. In 2003 – 2004 the total area of arable
land as well as farming land in the region was reduced. This reduction is a direct consequence of unregulated
or poorly regulated urban sprawl, mainly in larger cities but also in smaller settlements. It often includes a mushroom growth of hypermarkets and production sites – industrial as well as mixed zones on fertile farming land.
There is an increased concentration of trafﬁc, both car and cargo, and a disturbance of the land features. In terms
of forest soils, they are not as intensely affected by the economic activities in the region as the farming land.

7. 4. Rock mass and relief
The South Moravian Region has a very rich geological composition and thanks to this there are important sources especially of building materials located in the region (sands, limestone, gravels, clay…). Deposits of gas and
oil are of minor importance. In their mining conﬂicts with contacts with natural reserve areas are occurring and
may occur in the future (Pálava, Moravian Karst, the Morava river quaternary and other natural reserves).
There are a number of protected deposit areas in the South Moravian Region territory determined in the future,
under different economic and environmental conditions. They are mostly of local importance, some regional, but
they do present and obstacle in a different development of the areas.

7. 5. Wastes
While the production of industrial waste is dropping as a result of the de-industrialisation or industry restructuring, the production of municipal waste is growing and the composition of both waste sources is changing.
The total waste production shows a declining trend, which is attributed mainly to the constantly improving recycling technology. Most waste is landﬁlled; the Brno waste incineration plant capacity is not fully used. The South
Moravian Region plans to increase waste separation and to reduce the volume of waste for landﬁlls. Waste is
increasingly perceived more as a recyclable material. Building material recycling is also on the rise. The problem
are old (many are not registered) as well as new, often illegal waste sites that often pose an immediate threat
of polluting ground and surface waters.
Tab.7.5.1: Total production of wastes in the South Moravian Region in 2000 – 2002
Total in tonnes

District

2000

2001

2002

Blansko

764 949

560 901

427 200

Brno – city

451 603

491 175

841 359

Brno – country

247 147

372 014

226 011

Břeclav

589 881

212 412

275 348

Hodonín

475 732

708 089

428 810
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Vyškov

180 082

168 730

126 321

Znojmo

348 609

252 795

377 637

Total

3 058 003

2 766 116

2 702 686

Source: ISO (years 2000, 2001), year 2002: ECO-Management, s.r.o.
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Fig. 7.5.1: “Other” category of waste management in 2001
Source: ECO – Management, s.r.o.

7. 6. Nature and landscape protection
Various forms of legal protection of landscape are applied in the South Moravian Region from the strictest
ones (national park) to the mildest ones (small areas under special protection). In total there is 1 national park
(Dyje river basin), 3 nature preservation areas (Moravian Karst, White Carpathians, Pálava – the latter two are
also UNESCO biosphere reserves) and 280 small areas under special protection. In 2003 the Pálava biosphere
reserve was extended to include the Lednice – Valtice area and Podluží with ﬂoodplain forests in the area between
Břeclav, Mikulčice and the conﬂuence of the Morava and Dyje (the area is newly named the Lower Morava
Biosphere Reserve). The number of natural parks, of which there are presently 20 in South Moravia, is also high.
Natural parks represent the protection of typical landscape in places where it is most valuable.

8.

TOURISM

8. 1. Potential of the South Moravian Region
JThe South Moravian Region has a good potential for the development of tourism. This is given by the variety
of landscape on the verge of two basic European geomorphological systems, the speciﬁc and changing history
of the region settlement, number of historical events and personalities who left their traces in the areas as well
as the richness of local culture and folklore. A speciﬁc advantage is a good transport situation and accessibility
of attractive sites in the region from supra-regional transport routes.
In the number of sites in the region that are attractive for the tourists those on the UNESCO World Cultural
Heritage List – Lednice – Valtice area (for example, the Lednice chateau is among 5 most visited monuments in
the Czech Republic) and the Tugendhat Villa in Brno – have a special position. Twenty listed sites and buildings
are national cultural monuments. The centres of Brno, Znojmo and Mikulov are city conservation areas and
city monument zones have been established in another 11 towns. The rural architecture is equally valuable and
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attractive: village conservation areas have been established in the villages of Blatnice pod sv. Antonínkem, Petrov
in the Strážnice district and Pavlov in the Mikulov district and village monument zones are to be found in another
eight villages. The Austerlitz battleﬁeld monument zone enjoys a great popularity with foreign tourists.
The Dyje river basin national park – one of four national parks in the Czech Republic – is part of the region.
Moravian Karst is a unique karst area with the well-known Macocha abyss, the Pavlov Hills limestone block is
a UNESCO biosphere reserve and also part of White Carpathians situated in the region enjoys the statute of a nature conservation area. The natural and esthetic value of the cultural landscape was the reason for establishing
a number of natural parks.
Visitors from the Czech Republic as well as from other countries are attracted by important cultural, social,
sports and trade events traditionally held in the region – Brno international trade fairs, music, theatre and other
festival, athletic or car races and many more. Folklore festivals, feasts and other events are an important and
speciﬁc feature in South Moravia.
The South Moravian Region offers speciﬁc and unique opportunities in wine tourism. This is what distinguishes
the South Moravian Region from other Czech regions. More than 96% Czech vineyards are concentrated in this
region. This plays an important role in the local tourism but it is also a regular part of programmes and products
prepared for foreign tourists.

8. 2. Tourism infrastructure
The spatial arrangement of the basic tourist infrastructure and associated services in the region is concentrated
mainly in the most attractive centres. Beside these there are many other places where the tourist infrastructure is
underdeveloped. In general, the provision of accommodation facilities and their variety is sufﬁcient compared to
the Czech standard. The best situation is in the associated infrastructure and services for tourism.
The most frequent problems are the variable or low quality of provided services and underskilled staff, which
means a lack of language skills, unsuitable opening hours, insufﬁcient supporting services or underdeveloped incoming. The development of tourism is also negatively affected by the dissatisfactory condition of many cultural
monuments, disturbing construction interventions with conservation areas and zones and defects in the architectonic image of the landscape. Deﬁcits in the technical infrastructure, such as the quality of roads or transport
services, lack of safe cycling paths, cleanliness of water or illegal waste sites also harm the tourism development
potential.
Tab. 8.2.1: Capacity of accommodation facilities in tourism in 2004
Indicator
No. of accommodation facilities

South Moravian
Region
485

Region’s share
in the total

Czech Republic
7 839

6,2

Hotels and similar facilities in total

272

4 404

6,2

Proportion of hotels and similar facilities (%)

56,1

56,2

x

Total number of beds

34,4 thousand

489,1 thousand

7,0

No. of beds in hotels and similar facilities

15 759

232 058

6,8

Proportion of beds in hotels and similar facilities (%)

45,8

47,4

x

Total number of staff

3 991

63 693

6,4

Source: Capacity of accommodation facilities in tourism at 31 July 2004. Czech Statistical Office.
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Capacity of accommodation facilities
Number of beds in
accommodation facilities:
to

and more

Fig. 8.2.1: Capacity of accommodation facilities in tourism in South Moravian municipalities in 2004
Source: Capacity of accommodation facilities in tourism at 31 July 2004, Czech Statistical Office

8. 3. Tourist visits
According to the Czech Statistical Ofﬁce records in 2004 the South Moravian Region was visited by some 1 million guests who were accommodated in tourist facilities for at least one night. Of them 34% were foreign visitors.
The region’s share in the total number of visitors to the Czech Republic (9.2%) was slightly higher than its share
in the Czech accommodation capacity, the share in the number of nights is remarkably lower though (only 6.2%),
especially as regards foreign visitors (3.9%). Foreign visitors spend much shorter time in the region than guests
from the Czech Republic. This is why foreign guests contribute only about one third to the number of nights, i. e.
much less than in the Czech Republic (44%).
This means that foreign visitors mostly come to the South Moravian Region for a short time and the average time
of their visit is signiﬁcantly below average (3 days in 2003, in CR it is 4.3 days on average). This is partially due
to the non-existence of important spa centres and mountain centres in the region (the average stay in spas and in
the mountains in winter is remarkably higher than in other forms of stays); in general it points to the lack of attractive tourist programmes. The below-average use of the regional accommodation capacity is another important ﬁnding of the statistical reports.
Visitors from abroad are most frequently from Germany and Poland, further from Slovakia, Austria and Italy. Local visitors are most often from Prague and large cities (Olomouc, Ostrava, Zlín, Liberec, Pardubice and others).

8. 4. Organisation and management of tourism in the region
Tourist Information Centres (TIC) were established in the South Moravian Region in the past 15 years as the basic elements of the tourist structure at the lowest level. They are in operation in most micro-regional centres
(towns) and many other tourist sites. The modern organisational structure – such as the destination management – is in being created in the region. Organisational structures mostly do not exist on the local level; on
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the regional level they are available only in the tourist area of Moravian Slovakia. At the end of 2005 the South
Moravian Tourism Agency was established on the regional level with a responsibility for creating the structures.

9.

LOCAL AND REGIONAL COOPERATION

9. 1. Cooperation of organisations in the region
Municipalities participate in many activities in cooperation with other organisations and try to take every opportunity to improve the region’s potential, to obtain experience and to increase the efﬁciency of local government
work. Membership in the Association of Towns and Municipalities is one of the possibilities to inﬂuence issues
affecting the lives of municipalities.
The Association of Towns and Municipalities associates 2,472 municipalities, i. e. 39.56 % of the total number
of municipalities in the Czech Republic with the population over 7 million, which is almost 73% of the Czech
Republic population. There are slightly more members in the South Moravian Region (44%) even though there
are differences between districts. The most members are in the Hodonín district that is typical of a higher number
of larger municipalities. Districts with smaller municipalities are at the opposite end of the ladder. This suggests
that small municipalities have not sufﬁcient capacities to manage other development activities and to protect
their interests apart from the everyday management of their municipal business.
Another association in South Moravia is the Association of Municipalities and Towns of South Moravia, an
organisation of South Moravian municipalities that are members of the Morava River Basin Euro-region. Its
members are 74 municipalities in the region, especially from the Hodonín district (17), Břeclav district (17),
Brno – country district (16) and Blansko district (14). The Association was established in 1997 with the aim to
promote the South Moravian Region in tourism and, at the same time, to create an organisation for cross-border
cooperation. The founding members were Brno, Břeclav, Mikulov, Moravský Krumlov and Znojmo.
Municipalities can gather in associations in order to improve the performance of some functions and especially to
improve their possibilities and conditions for the implementation of development plans. Some of these voluntary
associations of municipalities (often erroneously and not quite professionally referred to as micro-regions) have
several years‘tradition and a record of many successful development projects initiated only recently. Some municipalities are members of several organisations; others have not joined any association.
The forming of associations of municipalities has had various causes that inﬂuenced their forms of cooperation.
Apart from associations dealing with the general development the cooperation is frequently initiated for the purpose of joint implementation of larger infrastructure projects (associations of municipalities for gas introduction,
sewage construction and joint waste water treatment plant development, water main construction). There are
also associations formed without a territorial reason and concentrating on promoting certain common issues (for
example, Daníž, an association of Znojmo wine-making municipalities – region’s image and creation of package
tourist products).
In May 2005 there were 61 micro-regions in the South Moravian Region. The average size of a micro-region was
10 municipalities, the average size was 10.5 thousand hectares and the average population was almost 11 thousand. Most micro-regions were located in the Brno – country district (17), the least in the Břeclav district (5).
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Micro-regions
South Moravian Region
May 2005

orange texture –
“Northeast“ microregion

red texture –
“Niva“ microregion

Fig. 9.1.1: Summary of the territorial arrangement of municipalities associations (micro-regions) in SMR in May 2005
Source: South Moravian Region

Recently – especially in relation to the possibility to draw funds from the European Union resources and from larger resources – there has been a growing need to improve the conditions for cooperation among municipalities
and namely to develop the principle of „partnership and to establish a functioning cooperation among various
entities on territorial principles. As part of the Operational Programme for the Development of Rural Areas and
Multi-Functional Agriculture, the integrated spatial strategy of developing rural areas was supported as the main
instrument and so-called Local Action Groups were supported.
In 2005 there were 64 Local Action Groups in the Czech Republic. The most of them are in the South Bohemian Region (11), the least are in the Karlovy Vary Region (1). In South Moravia there are 6 Local Action Groups
scattered across almost all districts. 144 municipalities are involved. Three municipalities in the South Moravian
Region are members of the Jemnice (Dyje river basin) Local Action Group in the Vysočinas Region.
NGOs are another type of organisation that participate in cooperation in regions. Within the framework
of NGOs citizens associate in order to organise and manage their actions, i. e. participate in public affairs within
the civil society in a coordinated way. In the South Moravian Region 5,434 associations, 145 foundations, 114
funds, 148 public beneﬁt companies and 526 church organisations registered at 31 March 2005 according to
RES. In most cases these organisations are based in Brno – exceptions are church organisations whose distribution across the territory is quite well balanced.

9. 2. International and interregional cooperation (between regional organisations)
Cooperation with external organisations is important and essential for the development of any region, be it with
other regions, towns, municipalities, organisations or businesses. The basic level of external regional cooperation
of the South Moravian Region are activities within the Czech Republic. In relation to integration processes in Europe and the general development of international cooperation the cooperation with international organisations is
developing at all levels. Joining the EU is an important step for enhancing international cooperation.
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Cooperation with other regions in the Czech Republic is based mainly on the number of actual trade and private
contacts and relationships, including family relations via the Association of Regions of the Czech Republic. It associates all regions (13) in the Czech Republic plus the city of Prague. The relationship with the Vysočinas Region
is speciﬁc, as South Moravia forms one of eight cohesion regions in the Czech Republic with this region – NUTS
II South-East Region. This fact requires cooperation in the programming and development areas. The regions
published a presentation brochure on the region together and they take turns in processing the required strategic
documents. In spite of close relations there is no signiﬁcant cooperation in addressing common problems and in
developing the areas at the shared regional border.
The South Moravian Region is forming working groups for support and development of interregional cooperation
the aim of which is to propose and coordinate activities in the region and to present proposals to be discussed in
the South Moravian regional government bodies.
The South Moravian Region has signed memorandums or agreements on cooperation with 11 European regions
in 7 countries. The ﬁrst agreement on cooperation was signed in 2002 and concerned the cooperation with Lower
Austria. Since 2002 cooperation has been developing with several Italian regions. In the following years the region
developed its relationships with Slovak regions close to South Moravia as well as Russian regions and one Dutch
region. The cooperation with the towns in Šumadija district, Serbia, is speciﬁc. The agreement on cooperation
signed with the Lodz region in Poland in 2005 launched a series of joint activities with this region.

Fig. 9.2.1: Cross-border cooperation of the South Moravian Region in 2005
Source: www.kr-jihomoravsky.cz

International partnerships between municipalities and towns have developed rather well in the region. Most
towns and many municipalities cooperate with twin towns and municipalities in European countries. Cooperation with more entities is no exception. International activities are logically higher in towns than in other municipalities. The ﬁrst place in terms of contacts established is clearly occupied by Brno followed by Znojmo. The overall evaluation of partner cities selection shows a well balanced distribution of international cooperation between
countries that neighbour on the Czech Republic and others, even more distant countries such as Italy and France
(neighbouring countries have a more than 50% share in the partner cities total, especially Austria and Slovakia).
In case of smaller municipalities their position is decisive. Municipalities in border areas cooperate with municipalities in the neighbouring state, in smaller municipalities inside the country such cases are exceptional.
A speciﬁc type of cross-border cooperation is the forming of so-called Euro-regions. Their goal is to overcome
borders by way of cross-border cooperation and to reduce their importance to the level of regional borders with
a positive stimulating inﬂuence on cooperation.
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Presently there are thirteen Euro-regions in the Czech Republic including the territory of more than forty of seventy-six existing districts. In Slovakia there are 7 Euro-regions, in Austria there are 9. In South Moravia this
type of cross-border cooperation takes place within the Morava river basin Euro-region associating the regions
of Weinviertel, South Moravia and West Slovakia (this is why sometimes it is referred to as the Euro-region South Moravia – West Slovakia – Weinviertel). The area around Velká nad Veličkou in the Hodonín district is part
of the White Carpathians Euro-region. International activities of businesses are becoming a matter-of-course
but small and medium-sized businesses are looking for possibilities to succeed in international markets. A suitable platform for a material cooperation among businesses is the trilateral agreement on cooperation between
the Regional Chamber of Commerce of South Moravia, the Bratislava Chamber of Commerce and the Lower
Austria and Vienna Chamber of Commerce. The international cooperation among other organisations, especially
in culture, education, sports and other activities is also well developed.

SWOT ANALYSIS
S – STRENGTHS
S1.
S2.
S3.
S4.
S5.
S6.
S7.
S8.
S9.
S10.
S11.
S12.
S13.
S14.
S15.
S16.
S17.
S18.
S19.
S20.
S21.
S22.
S23.
S24.
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Suitable geographical position in the CR and Europe
Brno, the regional city, the seat of important institutions with national as well as international competence,
offering job opportunities and social cultural activities
Good transport accessibility of Brno and other municipalities in the region located on important transport
routes
Growing attractiveness of rural municipalities for permanent settlement in the suburban areas
Migration attractiveness of region – increase in the population by migration in most of the districts
Above average education of the inhabitants of the region compared to the CR
Gradual drop in the younger age groups in the overall unemployment rate
Qualiﬁed labour, above all in technical ﬁelds and also at the national scale
Support and existence of the technological centres and parks, incubators
High concentration of universities
Great potential of using agricultural land for non food-processing production
Potential of using available ﬁxed assets from the former agricultural plants
Existence of efﬁcient road and railway communications within the supranational and international context
and their suitable density
Brno-Tuřany airport having an international status provided to the region
High level of water supplies from public water systems provided to the inhabitants
Sufﬁcient network of el. grid
High level of gasiﬁcation in the region
Strong position of the region in the system of secondary, higher and tertiary education system in the CR
(including military university education system) and its sufﬁcient capacity
Stabilised system of regional health facilities and supranational competence of some of them
Cultural historic wealth with a great number of registered cultural monuments with protected historic
monuments
Relatively below average quality of the environment in the context of the CR (locally and microregionally)
High number of legislatively protected large and small areas (NP, CHKO, CHOPAV, …)
Suitable geographical position of the region, above all from the point of view of foreign tourism
Offer of important natural and cultural tourist attractiveness also from the point of view of foreign and
national-wide tourism
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S25. Brno – traditional city of international trade fairs and facilities provided by the region in the gastronomic
and lodging services , including congress tourism
S26. Offer of a great quantity of marked tourist and cycle tourist tracks
S27. Involvement of institutions into the cooperation with foreign countries and programmes of cross-border
cooperation wit the EU

W – WEAKNESSES
W1.
W2.
W3.
W4.
W5.

W6.
W7.
W8.
W9.
W10.
W11.
W12.
W13.
W14.
W15.
W16.
W17.
W18.
W19.
W20.
W21.
W22.
W23.
W24.
W25.
W26.
W27.
W28.
W29.
W30.
W31.
W32.

Growing suburbanisation, above all around Brno
A great extent of marginal areas with potential problems of socio-economic nature
Failures to handle large unused areas – brownﬁelds
Depopulating in some areas (above all the southeast and southwest of the region)
Adverse demographical structure and negative population trend in a great part of the rural inhabitants
(growing share of post productive age group of inhabitants and a drop in the share of pre productive
population)
Long term above average unemployment rate, above all in the districts of Hodonín and Znojmo
Negative development of the labour market in a number of rural municipalities (apart suburban areas)
Increased average unemployment duration
Weak cooperation between universities and the industry, i.e. market services
Weak transport accessibility of the districts of Vyškov and Znojmo
Poor economic situation of agricultural companies with greatly negative impacts on the rural development
Unsatisfactory technical condition of the regionally important roads and railways, some long-distance
roads and secondary and tertiary roads
Missing bicycle tracks inside towns
Weak transport accessibility in the suburban parts of the region
Insufﬁcient wastewater collection and wastewater treatment in smaller settlements (up to 2,000 inhabitants) and technologically outdated equipment of WWTPs in bigger municipalities
Locally poor technical condition of water supply systems and sewerages
Risk for the existence of some kindergartens and primary schools (above all in small municipalities) as
a result of lack of pupils
Missing links between the offer of studies and the labour market requirements
Signiﬁcant regional differences in the population per doctor
Growing disproportion between the offer of social services and the demand
High degree of water courses pollution, above all in the lower areas in the region, signiﬁcant eutrophication of water surfaces
High endangering of agricultural land by degrading agents (disappearing humus, erosion, pollutants)
Lack of a system solution to ﬂood protection
Continuing deterioration of the air quality in municipal areas, above all due to transport
Signiﬁcant seasonality of tourism in the region with prevailing summer tourism, low offer of activities for
winter recreation and tourism
Low average time of stay of the guests
Absence of tourism organisation structures in the region (destination management)
Lacks in marketing, promotion and building a positive image of the region
Insufﬁcient level of the tourist basic and supplementary infrastructure in the Czech Republic
Non-existing long-term urban conception of the state complicating the completion of urban plans of larger territories
Insufﬁcient use of drawn up development documents of the municipalities
Weak cooperation between the regions related to the development of the land at the border regions
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O – OPPORTUNITIES
O1.
O2.
O3.
O4.
O5.
O6.
O7.
O8.
O9.
O10.
O11.
O12.
O13.
O14.
O15.
O16.
O17.
O18.
O19.
O20.
O21.
O22.
O23.
O24.
O25.
O26.
O27.

O28.
O29.
O30.
O31.
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Use of the favourable geographical position for the development of economic activities (economic activation of the area) – production and technological zones for domestic and foreign investors
Use of effective regional tools to support and increase the standard of living in order to direct suburbanisation
Use of the possibilities of ﬁnancing projects in brownﬁelds to return these area to the city life
Development of cross boundary cooperation with Austria and Slovakia
Diversiﬁcation of the economic activity of farmers, development of business activities and tourism in rural
municipalities and marginalised areas
Support of inhabitants moving to the depopulated areas using migration incentives
Development of institutions and structures ensuring links between the employment, education, qualiﬁcation and support of business
Development of employment in the tertiary sphere, above all services for companies, science, research and
development
Use and development of the Brno airport and the logistic centre
Support of investments focused on the development of „higher services“ (e.g., operations of companies
such as IBM may greatly inﬂuence the labour market and focusing of ﬁelds of studies, namely universities)
Use of PPP to construct infrastructure and reclaim brownﬁelds
Use of the production potential in areas suitable for agricultural production
Use of the ﬁnancial sources of the European Agricultural Fund for the Rural Development (EAFRD) to
implement the policy of integrated development of agriculture and the country
Increased importance of the region for international transport thanks to its positioning on multimodal corridors,
Construction of bicycle tracks will increase the recreation attractiveness of the areas and safety of local
inhabitants
Construction of common sewerage systems and WWTPs in functional microregions and reconstruction
of local and municipal WWTPs in accordance with the technical regulations and EU legislation
Increased quality of education system, updating the teaching styles, stress on the development of key skills
(communication, IT…)
Restructuring of the health system in economic terms (funding) and professional terms (emphasis on
prevention, healthy style of living)
Strengthening of preventive programme (not only health, but also drug prevention, prevention of socially
pathologic phenomena etc.)
Strengthening of functional cooperation between health facilities and social care facilities
Development of the cultural life via support of cultural amenities,, museums, galleries and libraries
Support of the use of renewable energy resources via using non food-processing agricultural production
Adoption of EU standards in the ﬁeld of sewerage systems and WWTPs and waste disposal
Strengthening of land reclamation programmes and their integration with the ÚSES preparation
Implementation of ﬂood protection measures in river basins in the region
Development of an efﬁcient organisation structure of tourism, connecting the regional level with local and
microregional associations
Possibilities of developing conjectural forms of tourism and programmes – cognitive and cultural tourism,
UNESCO tourism, educational and congress tourism, viticultural tourism, gastronomic tourism, incentive tourism
Improvement of the tourist image of the region via a target-oriented promotion (e.g. system of services
certiﬁcation, more intensive advertising, medialising of the events etc.)
Introduction of a uniform information and booking tourism system
Use of the position of Brno as the city of universities, technological development and trade fairs tradition
and a centre of trade and trade fairs for Central and Eastern Europe
Creating local action groups as a form of cooperation between the public and private sector when developing the region
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T – THREATS
T1.

T2.
T3.
T4.

T5.
T6.
T7.
T8.
T9.
T10.
T11.
T12.
T13.
T14.
T15.
T16.

T17.
T18.
T19.
T20.
T21.
T22.
T23.
T24.
T25.
T26.
T27.

Unconceptional development of suburban areas will result in an increased transport load in the central
area and necessary investments into the transport infrastructure and deteriorated quality of the environment in the city centre
Deepening marginalisation in the area (lack of job opportunities, lower education of the inhabitants, lack
of cultural opportunities etc..)
The inadequate public transport system will result in an increased volume of individual car transport
A lack of solutions to the deteriorated condition of the housing stock may in some localities result in
a concentration of socially weak groups of inhabitants and the creation of socially pathogenic phenomena
in these areas
Continuing aging of the inhabitants in the region and associated costs of social and health care
Educated people are leaving the region due to the absence of qualiﬁed job opportunities
Inability to ensure a higher employment rate
Insufﬁcient support of the adaptability and mobility of labour
One-sided orientation of the economy – car industry, HiTech, Biotech (low diversiﬁcation neglecting
other ﬁelds – serviced)
Concentration of retail shops in big shopping malls may result in the reduction of the availability of shops
for the inhabitants
Drop in agricultural production, which will restrict the possibilities of a system solution to the development of rural areas
Deteriorated position of agricultural basic producers due to insufﬁcient protection of the agricultural
market from subsidised imports
Reduced share of arable land results in a great risk of erosion, low retention capacity of the soil and
the country
Lack of solution to the transit caused by road truck transport, above all the D1 motorway
Lack of ﬁnds for maintenance and technical and safety improvement of the condition of roads owned by
the region
Inadequate speed of constructing and upgrading of the sewerage systems and WWTPs will have an adverse impact on the cleanliness of water courses and the quality of other environmental domains (or interruption of the urban development of the settlements)
Centralised schooling in larger towns, endangered existence of schools in rural areas
Lack of relations between the education system and the labour market having an undesirable effect in
the increase in the unemployment rate
Increased costs of social and health case, caused by continuous aging of the inhabitants in the region and
insufﬁcient health prevention
Lack of elimination of the difference between the regions in terms of the equipping by social services
facilities
Insufﬁcient protection of drinking water capitation structures in the alluviums from sand and gravel
extraction
Inadequate extension of the build-up area on the outskirts of larger towns
Lack of solution to the problems of old ecological pollution and reclamation of land devastated by mineral
resources extraction
Reduced competitive advantages of the tourism in the region compared to other foreign regions or other
regions in the CR
Reduction of the commercial use of cultural monuments in tourism
Pollution of water areas used for recreation
Lack of readiness of development documents of the municipalities or their unions as a result of a restricted
access to the subsidies in the region, the CR as well as the EU.
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PROPOSALS
The Development Strategy for the South Moravian Region is a conceptual document, which forms the long-term
(2006-2016) approach of the region to the support of development in its area. It sets the strategic objectives
of the region development as a whole and its functional , the main ways of achieving thus and it provides the necessary starting points and basic framework for the development of the Programme of regional development and
Strategic pans of the development of towns or other territorial units in the region.
The proposals under the Strategy are based on the analysis of the Proﬁle of the region, as well as the overall
as well as ﬁled-oriented regional and national strategic and conceptual documents. It includes the vision and
the global target of South Moravian region as well as global and speciﬁc targets of the individual priority areas
of development, fulﬁlled via the speciﬁc strategic measures (topics of activities); this structure is shown in ﬁg.
No. 1. Given the nature of the document, which should be quite general, the targets and measures cover the whole spectrum of the regional development.

PRIORITY AREA

(6)

PRIORITY FIELD

(11)

Speciﬁc target

(50)

Strategic measures

(163)

Fig. 1: Structure of the proposals DSSMR

Deﬁning measures and priorities in a shorter run (usually 3-year period) during the validity of the Strategy and
determining speciﬁc steps for their implementation are a subject of the Programme of regional development,
which be regularly updated for this purpose.
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STRATEGY OF SOUTH MORAVIAN REGION DEVELOPMENT
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Vision of the SMR
South Moravian Region as a dynamically developing region with a high performance and competitive
economy in accordance with the principles of sustainable development , based on modern technologies and
a high added value, high level of education emphasising the preparation and use of quality human resources, keeps an acceptable condition of the environment and the country, modern agriculture, it maintains
the regional cultural speciﬁc features, it uses its favourable geographical position on important continental
axes, it makes use of the potential of tourism and it conceptually directs the process of suburbanisation.

Global target of the SMR
South Moravian region will be an economically strong and dynamically developing region while keeping the condition of the quality environment and the country. The economic activities will rest on modern technologies. Industries will produce products with a high added value. The education of inhabitants will increase, the education
processes will improve, and the possibility of employing human resources in the civil and professional ﬁelds will
improve. Agriculture will create a backbone of the integrated development in rural areas. Tourism in attractive
localities actively contributes to the regional development.
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Priority areas, their scope and global and specific targets
PRIORITY AREA I: Economy
Priority field A: Science, research, innovation
Global target
Strengthening the research, development and innovation potential and performance of the SMR to the level of developed regions of the EU ,so that thee SMR becomes an important place of concentrating these activities in the EU.

Specific target
1. Development and support of research, technological centres, parks and incubators
2. Strengthening of the cooperation between universities and the commercial ﬁeld focusing on applied research
and development of technologies (along with their transfer)
3. Support of the conditions for the development of R and D, applied research and the cooperation of the workplaces of the academy of sciences and universities
4. Support of MSP innovations via links between middle size and medium size companies, universities and
research and technological centres – creation of clusters and business networks
5. Establishment of the European technological institute, as the basic centre of the technological research, supported by the moist important private European production companies and very high transfer of the research
results into practice

Priority field B: Industry and services
Global target
In terms of the GDP growth, SMR ranks amongst the ten fastest growing regions in NUTS III in the EU, while
applying the principles of sustainable development.

Specific targets
1. Development and support of business zones
2. Support of the development of selected ﬁelds of industry and strengthening the strategic and logistic services
3. Systematic development of open business environment, creating conditions for the commencement and
further development of business activities, including the development of human resources in the business
entities
4. Support of the preparation of re-qualiﬁcation in line with the need of the labour market

Priority field C: Tourism
Global target
The use of the potential of the region for the development of (sustainable) tourism and increase in the competitive
advantages of tourism and spa industry in South Moravian region.
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Specific targets
1. Improvement of the quality of services and infrastructure to support tourism development
2. Creation of competitive tourist products and their promotion

Priority field D: Agriculture and forestry
Global target
Agriculture and forestry is a stable backbone of the integrated development in the rural environment It provides
a balanced production, environmental and social function.

Specific targets
1. Stabilising the business structure of middle size and big size companies in clear legal relations to the land
assets.
2. Concentration in the basic commodities that may succeed in the global market.
3. Cooperation between basic producers- enterprises – at a higher level of horizontal integration between themselves, as well as vertically with the key suppliers and processing ﬁrms.
4. Comprehensive management of selected production verticals with the use of new, environment friendly technologies, ensuring a certiﬁed quality from the inputs to the ﬁnal products with a higher added value
5. Increasing the independence of the ﬁeld on external sources of energy

PRIORITY AREA II: Environment
Priority field A: Environment
Global target
Protection and improvement of the environment in South Moravian Region as the basic principle of sustainable
development, reduction in pollution mainly in water courses and water reservoirs.

Specific targets
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Renewal of the natural condition of small and medium water courses, ﬂood protection measures
Development of territorial protection of biodiversity of the natural systems and landscape values
The clean Svratka river basin project, preparation of the project The clean water reservoir in Vranov
Solution to impacts of human activities on the environment
Implementation of power saving projects
Improvement of the quality of environmental education, education and public awareness (EVVO)
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PRIORITY AREA III: Human resources
Priority field A: Inhabitants and labour market
Global target
A modern, open society, the source of which is a cultivated, sound human potential, developed efﬁcient and ﬂexible
labour market with a quality qualiﬁed and competitive manpower, creating conditions for the integration of socially
excluded groups of inhabitants.

Specific targets
1. Improvement of the professional preparation of the youth and specialised training of employees through
a support of the cooperation with institutions and structures providing relationships between the education
system and the labour market
2. Strengthening the cooperation between the institutions in the labour market with respect to the need of efﬁcient implementation of active employment policy, programmes of prevention of long-term unemployment
and unemployment of risk groups of inhabitants (strengthening the conditions for employing women and
older population, reduction in unjustiﬁed regional differences in the conditions for employment)
3. Increased share of people involved in the system of life-time learning, development of the offer of quality
educational and popular science programmes in terms of the market needs and a wider need of cultivating
the human potential
4. Improvement of business conditions and development of small size and middle size companies (increased
ﬂexibility of labour, improvement of material conditions, reduction in administrative load)
5. Increased integration of people threatened by social exclusion, above all through a improved access to education and employment
6. Increased quality of life of the inhabitants – development of preventive programmes (health prevention, antidrug prevention, prevention of socially pathologic phenomena etc.) and support of the development of ﬁeld
social services

Priority field B: Social infrastructure
Global target
Support of all areas of the social infrastructure improves the efﬁciency of operation of the individual facilities
and quality of provided services, stimulating the cultivation of human potential and improving the attractiveness
of the region.

Specific targets
1. Support of optimising the network of schools and ﬁelds of education while maintaining their availability in all
parts of the region
2. Provision of necessary capacities of health and social services in all parts of the region and their mutual relations, improvement of the conditions for their effective management
3. Stimulation of service development in domestic environment, development of community centres and care
4. Development of infrastructure, technical tools, institutions and activities for leisure time activities of the inhabitants – cultural and sports events, education (libraries, theatres, cinemas, information areas, sports
areas, leisure time activities, activities of interest organisations etc.), care of natural and cultural heritage
of the region
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PRIORITY AREA IV: Population centres
Priority field A: Municipal settlements
Global target
Rationally develop the system of regional settlement by conceptual orientation of suburbanising tendencies in
the surroundings of Brno and strengthening of the position of marginal areas while respecting the natural and
cultural values of the region.

Specific targets
1. Conceptually oriented suburbanisation process
2. Elimination of regional differences in the quality of life in the individual areas of SMR emphasising the stability of marginal areas (housing, business, services)
3. Differentiated provision of transport accessibility in all parts of the region
4. Coordinated development of settlements at the border with Austria (Znojmo, Mikulov, Břeclav)
5. Stabilisation of urban settlement (renewal of dwelling stock, regeneration of prefabricated houses, development of regional tools for housing support etc.)
6. Implementation of brownﬁelds projects

Priority field B: Rural areas
Global target
Develop rural areas as prosperous, attractive, cultural and integrated areas, supported by well functioning infrastructure and available civil amenities harmonically linked to the rural country and using the country potential,
natural and cultural heritage.

Specific targets
1. Differentiated improvement of the attractiveness of rural municipalities for housing and business via improving the quality of their transport and technical infrastructure and civil amenities with the development
of conditions speciﬁc to tourism
2. Diversiﬁcation of business activities in rural areas of the region

PRIORITY AREA V: Transport and technical infrastructure
Priority field A: Transport and transport infrastructure
Global target
Increased use of the favourable geographical position of the region and, above all, the favourable position of Brno in
terms of transport. Signiﬁcant improvement of the condition of constructed networks of normal roads.

Specific targets
1. Extension and improvement of roads network
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2.
3.
4.
5.

Updating the rail infrastructure
Development of air transport
Development of public passenger transport
Development of bicycle transport

Priority field B: Technical infrastructure
Global target
Achieving a high level of connections to sewerage systems and WWTPs and quality drinking water supplies to
the inhabitants.

Specific targets
1. Provision of sufﬁcient volume of quality drinking water from surface and ground water sources and its supplies by technically perfect water pipelines. Provision of a thorough protection of water resources in a necessary scope and cleanliness of surface water in settlements connected to the sewerage systems, WWTPs

PRIORITY AREA VI: Cooperation
Priority field A: Regional and inter-regional cooperation
Global target
Establishment of strong partnerships based on inter-regional, trans-national and cross-boundary cooperation in
the ﬁeld of HR development, culture, research, science, innovations, business and trade, increased appeal of tourist
offers, development of transport infrastructure, the environment and landscape.

Specific targets
1. Support of institutional cooperation on preparation and implementation of projects under the cross-boundary cooperation (Slovakia and Austria)
2. Development of cooperation between various entities at the international level, above all in the ﬁeld
of science, innovations, human resources, culture and tourism
3. Development of partnership when addressing common problems and preparation and implementation
of joint projects within the region NUTS 2, as well as with other regions in the CR, supporting sustainable
development of the region and strengthening the relationships between regions
4. Development of multilateral cooperation between the regional partners within the region on implementing
the adopted development targets.
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MAPS
LIST OF MAPS:
1. Administrative divisions of the South Moravian Region
2. Settlement structure
3. Transport
4. Housing constructed after 1991
5. Location differentiation between communities
6. Overall growth in population
7. Proportion of persons with school leaving certiﬁcate and university education
8. Unemployment level
9. Social care facilities – OAP homes and social care institutions

I.

Administrative divisions of the South Moravian Region
Pardubice Region

as of 1st January 2005
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II.

Settlement structure
South Moravian Region
Year 2005

III.

50 000 +

5 000 - 9 999

10 000 - 49 999

1 000 - 4 999

500 - 999

200 - 499

less then 200

Settlement size

Transport
Traffic Position
South Moravian Region
Year 2005

Trafﬁc position rated by quantity

town
outskirts

POU or RP centre

Railways
line out of service
line with temporarily suspended service
regional line
national line
national fast train line
ELECTRIFIED LINE

Roads
class 1 roads
motorways and dual carriageways
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IV.

Housing constructed after 1991
Housing stock
South Moravian Region
as of 1 March 2001

ﬂats constructed
after 1991
to total
permanently
ﬂats constructed
after
1991
to total
occupied
ﬂats ratio (%)
permanently
ccupied ﬂats ratio (%)

town

V.

Location differentiation between communities
Primary urban development axes

POSITION DIFFERENTIATION OF COMMUMITIES
1. City of Brno – populated area core
2. Inner suburban zone – communities on axes
3. Inner suburban zone – communities out of axes
4. Outer suburban zone – communities on axes
5. Outer suburban zone – communities out of axes
6. Communities on primary urban development axes
7. Communities on secondary urban development axes
8. Communities out of development axes
9. Peripheral areas
Primary urban development axes
Secondary urban development axes
Position of the community on axis
City of brno’s inner suburban zone
City of brno’s outer suburban zone
Motorways and dual carriageways
Class 1 road
Class 2 road
Railway
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VI.

Overall growth in population
Overall Growth
South Moravian Region
1999 – 2003

overall growth (per 1000 inh.)

town

VII.

Proportion of persons with school leaving certificate and university education
Education Structure
South Moravian Region
as of 1 March 2001

ratio of population with
high school or higher degree (%)

town
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VIII. Unemployment level
Unemployment Rate
South Moravian Region
as of 30 June 2005

unemployment rate (%)

town

IX.

Social care facilities – OAP homes and social care institutions
South Moravian Region
in the year 2004

Retirement Home

Social Care Institution

Category A
Category B
Category C
Category A+C

Capacity of the facility

Category A
Category B
Category A+C

167/162
(total)

Capacity of the facility

Summary data for given category and type of
facility (valid for Brno and Hodonin)
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The Categories A, B and C for social care
facilities have been established based on the
assessment of technical conditions of the
buildings (adequacy fo the building for the
purpose, necessary investments...). For more
details please consult “Conceptual aims of
the utlitary network of boarding social care
facilities in the South Moravian Region (retirement homes, social care institutions)“
A – buildings adequate for the purpose
B – no substantial reconstruction needed,
just partial repairs
C – buildings require major overhaul
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